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Bachelors Build Doll 


“Two middle-aged bachelor brothers 
who like kids and are handy with wood- 
working tools have built a huge doll- 
house to the delight of the 75 children 
who attend the Lutheran School for 
the Deaf at Mill Neck, N.Y.,” the 
New York Sunday News of October 7, 
1956, reported in a story accompanying 
the picture. (See cover.) 

The brothers are Albert (left) and 
Harry Heuer of Bethpage, Long Island, 
retired grocers. The Mill Neck Manor 
teacher on the picture is Miss Doris 
Stieve, and the child is Victoria Deeley. 

Albert Heuer, a long-time friend of 
the school’s headmaster, Melvin W. 
Luebke, said: “I was walking through 
the nursery with him last summer and 
noticed that the children were playing 
with inadequate little toy dollhouses. 

“Harry and I had built a two-by- 
three-foot dollhouse for our grand- 
niece the year before, and it seemed 
as if a bigger version of the same thing 
might go well at the school.” 

With the headmaster’s encourage- 
ment, the brothers built a five-room 
dollhouse, six feet long, three feet 
wide, and 40 inches high — large 
enough so that many of the deaf chil- 
dren could join in playing “house.” 

When news of the Heuers’ project 
leaked out, a local lumberman supplied 
plywood, masonite, and other materials; 


Neglected by her parents, a deaf 
child was placed in a school for the 
deaf in Minnesota. 

Rev. Clarence C. Bremer, one of 
Synod’s pastors who visits the institu- 
tion and instructs the children in the 
principles of Christian faith, met the 
neglected little girl. 

Lacking many of the advantages that 
the average normal child enjoys — the 
experience of being wanted and loved 
by her own parents and the advantage 
of hearing — she responded quickly to 
the message of the Gospel. 

Read the letter she addressed to Dr. 
John Salvner, who for 14 years has 
been Executive Secretary of Synod’s 
Board for Missions to the Deaf: 


“I am trying to write to you and to 
express my thanks to you for saving 
me from the power of Satan, who seeks 
to destroy me. I am very happy, and 
I am ready to go out into the world 
and to tell people I have a wonderful, 
loving Savior who had died for me and 
He died for them and He begs them 
to love and to come to Him. 
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the manager of a carpet store ga’ 
linoleum for the kitchen and bathroor 
and rose and green wool carpeting f¢ 
the bedroom and the living roor 
a next-door neighbor sewed the c 
tains, and the bachelor brothers 
lighted in sawing, nailing, paperin 
painting, and furnishing the new t 
for the deaf children. { 

The nursery is outfitted with eigh 
cribs, bassinets, and baby-doll equij 
ment. An artist friend painted th 
landscape miniature over the fireplag 
and the head of Christ for the bedroom 

“The back of the house is open s 
that the children can put their dolls ¥ 
or take them out,”.the Heuers @ 
plained. 

“We have the dollhouse set up 3 
the nursery for our 10 children in th 
three- and four-year age bracket) 
Headmaster Luebke commented. 


“Te | 


to 13 to play in it.” 
The brothers have also built 


theran of Hicksville, and its recent 
opened parish in Plainview. i} 

Synod’s older and larger school fe 
training deaf children, Lutheran Inst} 
tute for the Deaf, is in Detroit. 


bring others to His loving arms. I kne . 
Jesus will forgive all those who 
willing to receive Him as their Savion 
May God bless you always. 

“I wish my mother would turn fron 
her wrong friends and ways of sin an 


day. It breaks my heart to see hi 
wayward to our beautiful, wonderft 
Savior, who came into this world t 
suffer and die for us all.” 

The center-page spread in this isg 
calls attention to the work of 
church’s missionaries to the deaf. A 
most 2,000 children in 65 schools f@ 
the deaf “hear” these men who b 
the message of salvation. 

That Synod supports this kind 
work should give members a source 
constant joy and an appreciation of ft 
privilege the Lord of the church 
granted them. 
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ymado Destroys Immanuel 
itheran Church, Fargo 


A tornado that lashed the northern 
tion of Fargo, N.Dak., at 7:45 
M., June 20, killed 10 people and 
stroyed or damaged nearly 1,500 
ildings, including the superstructure 
Immanuel Church and the parsonage. 
The $165,000 church, dedicated only 
ir years ago, was almost totally de- 
oyed. Immanuel’s parsonage was to 
ve been dedicated June 30. 

Homes of some members were par- 
ly destroyed, but the congregation 
fered no loss of life. No members 
Immanuel were seriously injured, 
v. F. A. Rubbert, Executive Secre- 
y of the North Dakota District, re- 
rted to the WITNEss. 

Sunday school teachers meeting at 
- church when the tornado struck 
re miraculously spared. 

The pastor and his family, sheltered 
the basement of the parsonage, next 
the church, escaped injury. 

The tornado cut a path of destruc- 
n five blocks wide and 20 blocks 
g, leaving 2,500 of Fargo’s 47,000 
idents homeless. 

Immanuel Congregation was first 
ynsored by Grace Church as _ the 
rthside Fargo Mission, under the 
ection of Dr. Arnold H. Grumm, 
Ww First Vice-President of Synod. 


OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 
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Tornado-Ripped Immanuel Church, Fargo, N. Dak. 


Immanuel’s second resident pastor, 
Rev. Carl Schrader, was installed in 
March of this year. 

In the Sunday sermon preceding the 
tornado, he told the congregation of 
347 communicants: “We can never 
understand the mysterious ways of God. 
His ways are beyond our searching. An 
infant dies before Baptism. A child of 
six is stricken by leukemia. A mother 
of eight dies in an accident. A tornado 
wipes out an entire community. God’s 
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ways are past finding out. ‘For My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways My ways, saith the 
Lord.’ ” 

Funeral services for the six Gerald 
Munson children killed in the tornado 
were conducted June 24 in Moorhead, 
Minn., at Trinity Lutheran Church, affi- 
liated with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 

Their mother, at work, heard the 
tornado alert, and phoned her home 
to warn the children. The oldest girl 
screamed over the phone: “It’s hitting!” 
The wires went dead. One surviving 
son, 14, was with friends. 

Their father, on business in Bis- 
marck, the following morning read the 
Fargo Forum's casualty list of the tor- 
nado. “Those are my children!” a Bis- 
marck hotel clerk heard the father cry. 


Flu Delays Nagercoil 
Seminary Opening 


Because of the influenza epidemic 
raging throughout South India, Con- 
cordia Seminary in Nagercoil postponed 
the opening of the new academic year, 
which should have begun June 19. 

Six new students will enroll in the 
pastors’ class and 25 in the teachers’ 
class for a record enrollment of 55. 
Theological candidates study three 
years; teachers, one. 


Ghe 
News 

in 
Pictures 


v Two seminarians were among 
the recent graduates of Immanuel 
Lutheran College, Greensboro, 
N. C.: Candidates Simon Bodley, 
Jr., left, assigned to a new mission 
field in northern Alabama, and 
Coleman Montgomery, to several 
mission congregations in southern 
Alabama. 


A The June issue of Reader’s Digest publicizes Tulsa’s beautification progra 
In 1955 the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce presented its first church award 
Grace Lutheran Church (Rev. Clarence W. Knippa) and used this picture in 
current brochure commemorating the semicentennial of Oklahoma’s statehoo 
The church’s 15th-century parish architecture is recognized as an outstandir 
example. The entire plant is air-conditioned. 


P The Concordia 
Seminary class of 
°07 met at its alma 
mater in St. Louis, 
June 4, for its 50th 
anniversary. 


A This class of 62 was confirmed in the Christian Educa- The 1,000-member church has a Sunday school of 75 
tion Building of St. Peter’s Congregation, Huntington, N.Y. A vicar and an Air Force chaplain assist the pastor, R 
Having sold its former house of worship, located near the John A. Kavasch, who is also president of the Americ: 
railroad station, the congregation moved to an expanding Lutheran Publicity Bureau. 
area on Long Island, affording a parking field for 150 cars. 
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s Class of °07 

serves 50th Anniversary 

1e class of 1907 dominated the 
ons at the 119th commencement 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, 
4, Of the 54 members of the ’07 


3S, 20 are active, and 9, retired. 
fhe jubilarians are shown on the 


osite page: 
it row, I.—r.: Rev. Hans Reuter, First 
rch, Birmingham, Ala.; Rev. Henry L. W. 


letz, St. Paul’s, Ogallala, Nebr.; Rev. August 
rauer, St. Peter’s, Columbus, Ind.; Dr. George 
chick, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

md row: Dr. John Theodore Mueller, Con- 
ia Seminary, St. Louis; Rev. Fred W. Loose, 
, Lorain, Ohio; Rev. William R. Greve, in- 
tional missionary, Bive Island, III. 

; row: Revs. George F. Fierke, Zion, Cleg- 
, Wis.; Theodore Gutknecht, St. Paul’s, Sigel, 
William O. Leitz, St. Peter’s, East Detroit, 
1. Not pictured is Rev. Herman J. Koester, 
ohn’s, Milford, Ill. 


three of the ’07 alumni are serving 
foreign countries: Rev. August 
ne, Porto Alegre, Brazil; Rev. Au- 
t Stallmann, East Germany; and 
f. Henry Hamann, D. D., Australia. 
he class cited the following for dis- 
mished service records in the parish 
istry: Rev. G. M. Kramer, 50 years 
the same congregation, Concordia, 
w Orleans, La.; and Rev. Henry C. 
nhoff, 45 years at Pilgrim, Chicago. 


ngregationalists Merge 
th Evangelical and Reformed 


‘he merger of the Congregational 
istian Churches and the Evangelical 
Reformed Church was effected in 
eland, June 25. 
‘he new church, called the United 
irch of Christ, with 2,142,000 mem- 
, becomes the seventh-largest Prot- 
t body in the United States. 
e formal act of union occurred at 
nited general synod of the United 
ch of Christ, a meeting which the 
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ng bodies of both church groups 
jorized. 
fter this general synod had unan- 
usly adopted a joint resolution stat- 
the official document of union was 
yrce, the merger took effect. 
intil a constitution is adopted — the 
sess is expected to require two years 
e general synod of the united 
ch will operate under the provisions 
ne “basis of union with interpreta- 
> a document embodying all agree- 
ts between the two uniting bodies. 
ne uniting synod is made up of 
idelegates, half of whom are elected 
‘he General Council of Congrega- 
1 Churches and the other half by 
general synod of the Evangelical 
Reformed Church. 
reat majority of Congregational 
1 Churches already has ap- 
the merger,” Dr. Fred Hoskins, 
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secretary of the General Council of 
Congregational Christian Churches, 
said. Each local church makes its own 
decision regarding the merger. 

By reason of their synodical form of 
organization, 33 of 34 synods in the 
Evangelical and Reformed churches 
voted to join in the merger. 


BEFORE LEAVING FOR AFRICA, 
July 5, Dr. E. R. Bertermann (right) 
received helpful information from Vice- 
President Richard M. Nixon, who had 
recently visited that continent. Dr. Ber- 
termann, director of overseas Lutheran 
Hour, is seeking to expand the Gospel 
broadcasts in Africa and in four Iron 
Curtain countries: Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Yugoslavia, and Rumania. 


Presbyterian Warns Against 
“Watery Fusion” of Churches 


Christian unity is the duty of the 
whole of Christendom, but leaders of 
ecumenical movements have lost their 
way without an adequate theology, Dr. 
Finlay Stewart of Kitchener, retiring 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada, told its 83d General As- 
sembly, meeting in Vancouver. 

Urging all denominations to seek the 
greatest common factor, and not the 
least common denominator, he said: 
“Anything else would be watery inter- 
denominationalism. This watery fusion 
of strongly diluted churches is to be 
avoided as a perversion of God’s king- 
dom.” 

He was referring to a report drafted 
as a result of conversations between 
representatives of the Church of Eng- 
land, the Church of Scotland (Presby- 
terian), the Presbyterian Church of 
England, and the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland, for a proposed system of 
Presbyterian bishops and _ Episcopal 
elders. 

The moderator of the United Church 
of Canada indicated recently that sim- 
ilar proposals are being considered in 
union talks between his church and the 
Anglican Church of Canada. 


(341) 


The President States the Facts | 


At the recent convention of the Eng- 
lish District, held in River Forest, I re- 
ported on the present status of the 
Lutheran Union movement. 
nately the Chicago Tribune then re- 
ported: 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod will begin negotiating in 1960. 
for a merger with the combined 
Evangelical, American, and United 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches, 
whose union is planned for that 
year, the Rev. Dr. John W. Behnken, 
President of the Synod, predicted 
yesterday. 

He made his prediction at a con- 
vention of the Synod’s English Dis- 
trict at Concordia Teachers College, 
River Forest. 

Although nine other Lutheran 
Churches have been discussing mer- 
ger proposals in recent years, Dr. 
Behnken’s comments are the first 
indication that Missouri Synod Lu- 
therans have been considering in 
Specific terms union with another 
body. 


It is to be regretted that such a dis- 
torted report was published. What are 
the facts in the matter? I reported to 
the English District that the ALC, ELC, 
and UELC in all probability would 
unite into one church body, effective 
at the beginning of 1960. 

I also mentioned that in all prob- 
ability invitations for negotiations or 
conferences would then be forthcoming. 

I stated that the Missouri Synod, 
according to its historical and _ tradi- 
tional position, would accept such an 
invitation. 

The Missouri Synod from its very 
beginning has always been ready to 


Unfortu- | 


discuss issues of doctrine and practice _ 


to determine whether agreement could 
be reached. 

The Missouri Synod has always in- 
sisted that there must be doctrinal unity. 

I also mentioned that our Synod 
would insist that the other constituent 
bodies of the Synodical Conference be 
invited and that we would urge them 
to accept such an invitation. 

I cannot commit our Synod to any 


. merger or negotiations for a merger. 


I could not do this if I wanted to do 
so, nor would I want to do so even 
if | could. However, I should gladly 
recommend such negotiations with the 
hope and prayer that agreement in Bib- 
lical doctrine and practice may be 


reached, 
JoHN W. BEHNKEN 
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Churches Urged to Train 
Indigenous Staffs 


“The day may come when we will 
find it difficult to have our citizens ad- 
mitted to non-Christian countries as 
missionaries, just as it is in some areas 
already,” said Dr. Joseph Simonson, re- 
tiring U. S. ambassador to Ethiopia and 
an ordained pastor in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 

Speaking in Washington, he recom- 
mended to Lutheran and other Prot- 
estant mission boards, on the basis of 
his observations in Africa, that they 
spend a large part of their budget on 
training native staffs in Africa and Asia 
rather than try to increase American 
personnel in the field. 

Before Dr. Simonson was named to 
the Ethiopian post in 1953, he was 
director of public relations for the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. 


East Germany Intensifies 
Efforts to Suppress Church 


The Communist government of East 
Germany has intensified its efforts to 
suppress the church, the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) reported 
at its national synod in West Berlin. 

The entire East German _ school 
system, the report stated, now promotes 
student participation in the Communist- 
sponsored Youth Dedication cere- 
monies, a substitute for church con- 
firmation. 

Christian youth is also forced to 
participate in loyalty demonstrations 
before the flag of the Free German 
Youth, which recently launched an 


all-out campaign against religious 
“superstitions.” 
The public school curriculum is 


“deeply rooted in materialistic philos- 
ophy,” said Dr. Gunther Jacob, general 
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superintendent of the church of Berlin- 


_Brandenburg. State authorities are try- 


ing to gain influence among theological 
faculties. 

The church is having “more diffi- 
culty” in providing pastoral care in 
state-owned homes for the old and sick, 
and in penitentiaries, youth detention 
homes, and hospitals, he stated. Church 
aid offices in railway stations, Bahnhofs- 
mission, have been closed a year. 

“The church is not concerned about 
the political aspects of life in East Ger- 
many,” Dr. Jacobs declared, but about 
the dangers to the human beings for 
which the church is responsible. 

Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin scored 
as “complete nonsense” charges by the 
Communist Party that participation in 
a chaplaincy service to the West Ger- 
man army by EKID is indicative of 
the church’s support of NATO and 
militarism. 

The church had concluded the agree- 
ment with the government in good 
conscience, the bishop said, since the 
church “does not serve political aims 
but only men’s souls.” 

“I would be happy,’ he declared, 
“if such a treaty could be concluded 
also with East Germany. It is not the 
church’s fault that its request for such 
a treaty was coldly rejected by the East 
German government.” 

EKID’s synod voted unanimously in 
favor of agreement with the Bonn gov- 
ernment providing for a chaplaincy in 
the West German army. 

A week later the East German gov- 
ernment refused to allow Bishop 
Dibelius to lecture in Dresden. 
presumably was to show its displeasure 
with the churchmen who defied it at 
last week’s All-German Synod in Ber- 
lin” in the ratification of the agreement 
for the chaplaincy, the Manchester 
Guardian Weekly said. 


, CLARENCE STAAB 
Rev. Gordon Mackensen wishes God’s blessing to thé 32 communicants whom 
Grace Church, El Centro, Calif., released to carry on Lutheran work at Calexico. 
Vicar James Proffitt, right, was in charge of the Calexico mission of the Southern 
California District. 


(342) 


“This . 


Church of France, serves the 


eer 
arte 
x 


Briefly Told 


® Of the 30 schools in the Enj 
District, 22 were started: in the | 
decade, 13 in the last five years 
September the Church of the Sa¥ 
Paramus, N. J., will open a school ¥ 
a kindergarten as the first educatif 
unit. “While Rev. Vernon Schre# 
the present pastor, has guided 
Church of the Savior in this ven 
for Christ’s little ones, the school | 
in the planning of the late Pastor 
Riedel, founder of the parish,” rep 
the English District Stewardship 
letin. 


® In Illinois, Lloyd Poehler, 
ber of St. Paul’s Congregation 
Wheeler and dairy farmer living 
Montrose, recently won second plac 
a contest to name the outstanding yo 
farmer for the state. He was the # 
ner of the Effingham County contes§ 


@® Rev. Lambert Brose, managing 
itor of Synod’s Armed Services 
mission, left Washington, D. C., in 

to accompany Dr. Alvin N. Rogn 
president of Luther Theological S¢ 
nary (ELC), Minneapolis, on a moni 
trip to Formosa, Hong Kong, Jag 
and Hawaii. At the invitation of 
Bureau of Service to Military Per 
nel, National Lutheran Council, 
approval of the Armed Services C¥ 
of Chaplains, Dr. Rogness will conc 
two retreats for Protestant milit 
chaplains. As a representative of 
Missouri Synod, Pastor Brose will | 
amine the work of service centers | 
the chaplains’ program in the Far a 


@ The Ladies’ Guild of the Ken 
Town congregation in England f 
their April meeting in the British } 
seum, the British Lutheran reports. | 
official of the museum used the exh 
to illustrate the background of the { 
Testament. ; 


@® When the congregation at S$ 
lersdorf, Alsace, recently celebratec 
mission festival, worshipers filled 
nave and chancel. Some worshi 
were unable to get inside the chu 
A young man in Obersoultzbach, e 
to bring as many people as poss 
cleaned his tractor, attached a 
wagon fitted with seats, and transp¢ 
20 people on a modern “hay ride 
the church. Even his aged grandm« 
came along, although she admitte 
was a rugged trip. Rev. A. F. Mic 
vice-president of the Ev. Lutheran 


wrt pea 


8 brough 
as 


a Hands 


‘hs. i Ps 
” * a Far ‘= 


John Leonard Salvner is one of the 


youngest men in the Missouri Synod, 


although he has worked among his be- 


loved deaf since his ordination to the 
ministry in 1901. 

At 80, he is so youthful in appear- 
ance and zest that when he installs 
a young minister to the deaf, members 
of the congregation sometimes ask 
whether they can have Salvner himself 
as their pastor — after he has gained 
the experience to work in this difficult 
field. 


Six Months to Live 


During the first year of his ministry, 
John became ill and failed rapidly. 
His doctor told the young pastor that 
he had better go home and wait to die. 
Salvner was given six months to live, 
for he had tuberculosis in its advanced 
stages. 

John committed the matter of his 
living or dying into the hands of God. 
And He extended those six months to 
almost six decades. The patient also 
helped himself by adhering to a sys- 
tematic course of diet and exercise. 
Twice a day the rugged executive still 
goes through his exercises. 

In 1938 Salvner became weary of his 
specialized ministry. Like Elijah, he 
cried to God, “It is enough!” 

Later that year he was involved in 
an automobile accident. Inactive for 
several weeks, John discovered that 
God has ways of dealing with discour- 
agement. Only one area of his body 
had escaped cuts, bruises, or sprains: 
his hands, his medium for communicat- 
ing with the deaf, his means of opening 
unhearing ears to the Savior. 

Who would still ask why this young 
man has for so many years dedicated 
himself to the work among the deaf? 


Accomplished Signer 


Few deaf persons in the country 
have not heard of John. A special sign 
in their language designates John Salv- 
ner, who probably ranks as one of the 
most accomplished signers of all times. 

But it was not always so. When he 
became pastor of Grace Church in 
Minneapolis, Salvner had only a lim- 
ited grasp of the sign language — 
something like an immigrant pastor 
with a first-grader’s knowledge of 
English. 

Every Friday young John visited one 
of his deaf parishioners, who trans- 
lated Sunday’s sermon into the proper 
signs. Saturday was the day for prac- 
ticing the sermon before the mirror. 


Dr. Salvner’s graceful signing into 
the hand of a deaf-blind woman ap- 
pears on page 12. 
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That is how Salvner beca 
complished signer. 

After four years of hard work, much 
prayer, and countless calls on foot 
John was ready to confirm his first 
class. What was the fruit of his four- 
year ministry in Minneapolis? Three 
souls. 

However, John’s parish widened into 
the fruitful deaf fields of North Da- 
kota, South Dakota, Canada, and Min- 
nesota. Today five full-time pastors 
serve the deaf in these areas, an out- 
growth of the confirmation of three 
Minneapolis Christians. 


Deaf Tom 


One day Deaf Tom moved to Minne- 
apolis. A dissolute fellow, Deaf Tom 
was known as a drunk and a man of 
vice. 

After nominal membership in an- 
other church, Deaf Tom contracted 
tuberculosis. His mother pleaded with 
Salvner to visit her son. Salvner made 
it clear that he would teach Tom about 
Jesus and His salvation. Deaf Tom 
was amenable, but he recovered suffi- 
ciently to return to his friends. 

Salvner’s warnings fell on ears that 
were deaf in more ways than one. 
Soon Tom was back in the hospital. 
Again the missionary visited the pa- 
tient. This time the grace of God 
found a sinner who acknowledged his 
sinfulness and confessed his faith in 
the Savior from all sin. Tom vowed 
his faithfulness to Jesus. 

On one of his visits, Salvner agreed 
to write a letter for Tom. Addressed 
to all his friends, the letter asked their 
forgiveness. Deaf Tom urged them to 
turn from their sins to Jesus. 

Now Deaf Tom was ready to die. 
One morning John prepared Tom to 
meet his God. After five hours of 
waiting, John saw Tom gazing stead- 
fastly toward heaven. “He come,” Deaf 
Tom stammered, “Jesus! Home!” Tom 
then beckoned Jesus with his finger, 
inviting Him to draw closer. With that, 
Deaf Tom died. With that, Salvner 
knew, Tom began to live. 


Additional Youth 


Two of the deaf-blind John Salvner 
counts among his unnumbered flock 
had been under the influence of Chris- 
tian Science until the Spirit, through 
John, entered their hearts. 

For these two people, deafness and 
blindness were a blessing in disguise. 
They never fully realized that their 
grandmother was a Spiritualist, that 
their father died the death of a drunk- 
ard, and that their mother responded 
to the Gospel by saying: “Well, I try 


(Continued on page 21) 
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By Chance 


C an we take at face value our Lord’s 
assurances that there are no chance 
happenings in our lives? Is it true that 
everything is so perfectly timed that 
not even a sparrow falls to the ground 
by accident? Can we be sure that every 
moment of our lives everything is ac- 
counted for, including the individual 
hairs on our heads? 


If you were told that you are reading 
this article purely by chance, you would 
shake your head and say: Such a state- 
ment reflects pagan fatalism and not 
Christian faith. 


Yet in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan occurs the statement: “By 
chance there came down a certain priest 
that way, and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side.” 


These .words seem to imply that 
things happen in our lives merely by 
coincidence and as accidents of circum- 
stances. The statement becomes more 
arresting and, perhaps, perplexing be- 
cause our Lord Himself made it. 


8 


By chance. So many things in our 
lives seem to be a random meeting of 
circumstances over which we have no 
control. Why am I what I am? What 
a vast shuffle of ancestral genes has 
taken place to make me what I am, 
physically, mentally, and emotionally! 


Was it by chance that I was born 
into a Christian family and into my 
own particular home? Was it by chance 
that certain people who crossed my path 
changed my whole life? Was it by 
chance that certain circumstances which 
came together at a certain time shaped 
my whole career? 


By chance a certain priest was born 
an Israelite; by chance into a priestly 
family. He went one day, it so hap- 
pened, down the road from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, where he saw the man who 
had fallen among thieves lurking in 
ambush on that day. 


Not Blind Fate 


It was by chance, but not the chance 
of a blind fate. Scripture gives us no 
metaphysical or philosophical definition 
of time, that elusive and tantalizing di- 
mension in which we exist. Nor does 
the Bible reveal why specific incidents 
occur in the time span of our years to 
determine our lives. 


But Scripture does tell us something 
about time: time is a gift of God. He 
dispenses this gift to us individually, 
Our time is arranged for us as a series 
of opportunities in order that we might 
respond to His saving acts of grace 
and be His when time is no more. 


In the parable of the Good Samar-.- 


itan, Jesus stresses that some people do 
not recognize the chance God gives 
them. By chance the priest came down 
that road, but he missed his chance to 
be what God wanted him to be. 


Road of God’s Chance 


We may never travel the road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho in Palestine. But 
by chance we are every day on our 


‘road from Jerusalem to Jericho, the 


road of God’s chance for us to glorify 
Him and to help our fellow men. God 
has put us on that road; He has given 
us our color of skin; He has allotted 
to us our equipment of body and mind. 


I may wonder why I am exactly 
what I am. I may wonder why I am 
on this particular road and not on an- 
other. The answer is: by chance. Here 
God gives me the opportunity to be 
what He wants me to be. 


On our road from Jerusalem to Jer- 
icho we most frequently meet by chance 
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a family — husband, wife, childrejj 


these people and not others. — | 


i | 
It is not blind fate that we are thr 
together with fellow believers in 
intimate association of the church. 
we pass by on the other side? “Ad 
have therefore opportunity, let us 
good unto all men, especially unto t 
who are of the household of faith.” 


And what if by chance we 1m 
a stranger, a Samaritan? What an 
portunity to let our light shine be 
men, that they may see our good wé 
and glorify our Father in heaven! 
do we pass by on the other side 
take the path of offense? ‘Conc 
yourselves wisely toward  outsid 
making the most of the time.” (R 


| 


| 


Each day God maps out for us a 
road from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
never the same, nor do its cha 
repeat. We shall not pass this 
again. “Take heed,” is the admonit 
“watch; for you do not know when 
time will come,” the time when tli 
will be no more road by chance. 


| 


| 

We Can Be Sure 
And on what do we base this w 
view of time and its meaning? Can 
be sure that our view is correct? 
we can, because He who spoke 
parable is The Good Samaritan. 
also came down the road from J@ 
salem. It led not to Jericho, but 
the way of sorrow to Calvary. 


| 
| 


By chance He walked that road, | 
chance of time, the fullness of \ 
God had set to redeem all time-trave} 
from “the futile ways inherited fr 
your fathers.” “While we were yet he 
less,.at the right time Christ died | 
the ungodly” (RSV). He steadfai 
set His face toward Jerusalem. Th 
was a divine “must” of the eter 
decree of love that found its chat 
when the time was fulfilled. i 
F 

He did not pass by on the other si 
although He knew His road was a de; 
march. But it was also His glory 1 
of triumph. Through His resurrect 
my road from Jerusalem to Jeri¢ 
leads to victory. My corruptible e 
ence in this dimension of time will 
on the incorruption of immortalit' 


By chance I walk the road of 
new day. He who walks with me g 
me eyes to see the opportunities 
fore me. He also helps me grasp t 
to His glory. In Him I can de 
things that by chance He sets bi 
me today. 


WALTER R. Ro EH 


st how this particular document got 
Switzerland is a carefully guarded 
et. Possibly it involves an Egyptian 
it whom Martin Bodmer, founder 
he Bodmer Library of World Lit- 
ure at Geneva, does not want to 
promise. At any rate, in December 
ast year the world of New Testa- 
t scholars got its first look at 
inted edition of a papyrus (writing 
srial made from the plant of that 
e), dating from about A.D. 200 
containing almost all of chapters 
» 14 of the Gospel of St. John. 
10tostatic edition of these 104 pages, 
Originals of which measure about 
x5’ inches, is now in course of 
aration. 
P66 


his papyrus is known as Bodmeriana 
id is numbered P66, meaning that 
the 66th papyrus fragment of the 
Testament now known. This fig- 
stands in contrast to more than 
uncials (in capital letters, on 
hment called vellum) that are 
lable and more than 2,500 minus- 
; (small letters) of portions of the 
Testament and of the entire New 
ament. 


uite naturally, New Testament 
lars are as excited over this find 
ld Testament authorities have been 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. However, 
mystery surrounding the discovery 
266 does not lend itself to the 
vatic treatment given the Qumran 
id Sea) scrolls. As a result, P66 
jot hit the headlines of newspapers 
journals; yet it is of paramount 
ficance for Biblical scholarship, 
z the most important find since 
publication of the Chester Beatty 
ri (P45 and 46) in 1933—36. 


Importance 


»dmeriana II is important because 
ntains most of the Gospel of John: 
ters 1:1—6:11 and 6:35b—14:15. 
dlded four-page sheet, pages 35 
}, is missing from the center, which 
unts for the omission of 6:12-35a. 
@ pages were lost somewhere dur- 
ne centuries. Fourteen other papyri 
ain parts of St. John, but they are 
ry fragmentary. Even the Chester 
ty papyri contain only parts of 
ers 10 and 11. Now 88% of this 
vel is available on papyrus sheets. 


6 is also important because of the 
f the papyrus. It appears to ante- 
the Chester Beatty materials by 
ears. The dating of manuscripts is 
t an exact science. Kirsopp and 
1 Lake a few decades ago laid the 


16, 1957 


# 


groundwork for this in their publica- 
tion of ten large folio volumes, con- 
taining photostatic copies of manu- 
scripts which were actually dated by 
the original writers themselves. These 
documents, mostly from pagan sources, 
include such items as deeds and con- 
tracts, which by their very nature con- 
tain a specific reference to day and year. 


Since P66 can be said to come from 
around A.D. 200, this text is more 
than a century and a half closer to the 
autograph than the oldest of the uncials, 
on which scholars have relied so far 
almost completely. In fact, this papy- 
rus text is separated from the tradi- 
tional date of John’s writing by only 
a little more than a century. 


To be sure, P66 is not the oldest 
fragment of parts of this Gospel. That 
distinction still belongs to the Rylands 
Fragment (in Manchester, England), 
known as P52, dating from the first 
half of the second century. However, 
P52, being the size of a dollar bill, 
contains only five verses from chap- 
ter 18. 


Supports Traditional Text 


P66 strongly supports the traditional 
text, which should help put an end to 
the vagaries of those scholars who in 
the past have insisted on transposing 
various sections of this Gospel in the 
interest, as they have said, of better 
order and arrangement of materials. 
Moreover, this papyrus supports cer- 
tain readings that have for some time 
been considered as rather authentic. 
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Examples 


At John 1:18, for instance, P66 has 
the reading: “the only God, who is in 
the bosom of the Father,” where the 
RSV still has “the only Son,” a reading 
supported chiefly by the Syriac tradi- 
tion. 


Again, at John 5:4, the reference 
to an angel moving the water is not 
given. 


The account of the adulteress, John 
7:53—8:11, is not contained in P66 
either, thus confirming the reading of 
the oldest uncials. 


The fact that this account is not 
given in the most ancient texts of 
St. John does not mean to suggest that 
the incident never occurred; it only 
indicates that the narrative was not 
originally included by St. John. Some 
ancient texts give the account of the 
adulteress after Luke 21:38; others 
have it after John 7:36 or 21:24. Some 
ancient commentaries carry it at Mark 
12:17. In fact, the first major manu- 
script that records this story where it 
is found in the King James Version 
is D, the Codex Bezae, dating from the 
fifth or sixth century and containing 
a great many exceptional readings in 
other places as well. 

New Testament scholars are anx- 
iously awaiting the results of the study 
and editing of further fragments that 
have come to the attention of Mr. Bod- 
mer and his agents from the same secret 
source. MARTIN H. SCHARLEMANN 


Wi itness COnitients 


Nuclear Death — or Life? 


From the atomic test site in Nevada, U.S. 
scientists on June 24 fired a test weapon so 
strong that it wrenched doors from their hinges 
14 miles away. Although the size of the blast 
was not disclosed, the Associated Press quoted 
the Atomic Energy Commission as saying earlier 
that the blast would be above 20 kilotons. The 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were 
babies compared with modern nuclear weapons! 

Atomic testing has become a hotly disputed 
issue. Some nuclear scientists affirm that radio- 
active materials pumped into the air by nuclear 
explosions seriously imperil the health of the 
world’s billions; others minimize the dangers of 
strontium-90 fallout and other atomic dust. 

Who is right? 

More important, what is right? Shall the 
United States continue its nuclear-weapon exper- 
iments and take the “calculated risk” of violating 
the Fifth Commandment in peacetime in order 
to discharge the sworn duty to protect the nation 
against a ruthless alien government which races 
to outstrip America in nuclear warfare? Or shall 
the United States end the tests and take the risk 
of falling behind Russia’s godless Communists, 
who have never renounced their bold aim to 
conquer the world, who still maintain a strangle 
hold on East Germany and keep the Iron Curtain 
tightly sealed, who even now stand accused of 
brutality in crushing the Hungarian revolt? 

A partial answer to these grave questions 
comes in the news that the United States is ne- 
gotiating with Russia to suspend atomic tests as 
a first move to halt the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons and to ban their use in warfare. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower shows caution in pressing for 
this agreement because U.S. scientists are hope- 
ful of developing a “clean bomb” — free of 
damaging fallout except in the area of its heat 
and blast destruction. 


Intelligent Christians will not succumb to the | 


cold dread and fear agitated by honest critics 
of the government’s policies or by Communist- 
inspired rhetoricians. The U.S. administration 
daily faces critical decisions of world-wide im- 
pact. The leaders of the nation need the earnest 
and fervent prayers of every Christian. 

Pray God for the conversion of all nations and 
concord throughout the world. 


The Peale Appeal 
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Dr. Norman Vincent Peale continues to write, 
and the public continues to buy his books. Stay 
Alive All Your Life, his latest, is running serially 
in’some newspapers. 

This sentence introduces his message on “The 
Magnificent Power of Belief’: “It is most,im- 
portant to have faith in faith itself.” He advises 
his readers to “cast all doubt out of your mind” 
and not to be afraid to “trust faith.” 
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The Graham Crusade 


Hurricane Audrey 
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Unfortunately, Dr. Peale reduces faith to 
confidence and exalts faith in self-potential w 
it lets God in. You come first, God second. 

God, of course, is undefined. It is not s 
gested that God was in Christ, Very God of 
God, who on the cross opened a fountain 
cleansing from all sin and a channel of Spi 
produced power to walk in the newness of I 

To widen God to Christ and the cross wo 
narrow the market of the author’s books. 


The Billy Graham crusade has developed, 
the help of television, into the “largest Christ 
endeavor in the history of the world,” the eva 
gelist on June 26 told a press conference 
New York City. 

Although he added that the endeavor is 

“the deepest, or most effective,” Graham ci 
statistics to support his claim ‘of. the crusad 
vastness. 

It is still too early to evaluate the more tanga 
and permanent results of Billy’s mass revival 
America’s First City. Undoubtedly the Lord| 
using the attractive personality and the obvid 
sincerity of Graham to proclaim the Gospj 
a power unto salvation. 

Billy’s emphasis on “record total” and Mt 
largest number” and “will exceed anything und@ 
taken” are nevertheless deplorable. In this 
spect the evangelist does not reflect the Christ | 
preaches, the Christ for whom he asks decision 

The superlatives and totals and percentag 
impress. Do they really? 

Too many churches are gauging their effectiy 
ness by statistics, percentages, “record totals 
“the largest in our history.” Such an emphat 
may provide comfort and preclude frustratia 
Such an emphasis may even produce joy and 
get admiration. | 

The Lord has a different set of tests and. mea 
urements for churches and church people. | 
asks: Are you growing in the Christian faith af 
life? How wide and how active is your Christié 
love? Does it embrace the “least” lost sinner 
home and far away, where your missionaries neé 
your prayers and your help? Are you concert 
enough about future generations to launch | 
into the deep — for the Savior? 

By these things churches live and thrive. 


“Audrey” launched the 1957 season : off h 
ricanes by shooting out her 100-mile-per-h 
gales toward Louisiana. The June hurricane 
lowed a series of tornadoes and floods that t 
a heavy toll of life and property. vy 

A generation that has lived through one 
two world wars tends to coldly read account 
violent death and to peas ied eo 
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the cee of ames and f possessions iets 
les serious want. Christian men and women 
retard their Christian growth if they lose their 
capacity to shed the “sympathizing tear” and 
share their “mutual woes.” 

Why in the government of a gracious and lov- 
ing God can nature be so cruel? Why does He 
permit wind and rain to uproot His trees, de- 
molish His churches, and destroy the human 
temples which are the dwelling places of His 
Spirit? 

No man has been the Lord’s counselor or 
known His mind. He alone knows the secrets 


oose Leaves 


of the universe and the purposes for nich its 
forces unleash their destructive fury. 

Can it be, however, that the tornado, the hur- 
ricane, and ‘the flood are the Lord’s warning to 
a world that forgets its Maker? Through tempest 
and flood He may say: “Be still and know that 
I am God.” He may remind His creatures that it 
is folly to build a house and a life upon sand. He 
may remind His people that earthly possessions, 
like the years, can be carried away. 

When manufactured power fails, extinguishing 
lights, halting motors, paralyzing transportation, 
the earth is still and knows that He is God. 


The Waters Do Go Down 


God sees to it that we have breathing spells. 
He is never unmindful of His children, and He 
knows just what kinds of trial and how much 
each one can bear. “For He knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are dust” (Ps. 103:14). 
As we pass through times of special stress and 
strain, we may always be sure that God will cut 
them short in His own time and way. When the 
rain pounded upon the roof of the ark and the 
water rose around it for forty days and nights, the 
faith and patience of Noah and his family must 
have been sorely tested: and as the great hulk 
floated for weeks and months with no land in 
sight, there must have been dismal, trying days. 
After “the waters prevailed upon the earth an 
hundred and fifty days,” it is recorded that “God 
remembered Noah, and every living thing, and 
all the cattle that was with him in the ark; and 
God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
waters assuaged” (Gen. 8:1). In times of trial 
let us recall those simple words, “God remem- 
bered Noah . and the waters assuaged,” 
knowing that we who have trusted in His Son 
have even more reason to be assured that He will 
not forget us. — Sunday School Times. 


A Place to Park the Car 


Is there a parking lot next door to your church? 
The other day, a layman of another communion 
told us that his church board was having trouble 
getting permission to build a church on a vacant 
lot in a suburb because of an ordinance that 
required new churches to provide adequate park- 
ing facilities. The layman thought that the city 
fathers were persecuting his church. In our 
opinion, however, they were doing it a favor! 

In this automotive age, the church that has 
adequate parking facilities will grow and thrive; 
the church that does not, is heading into future 
trouble. It will be able to get along up to a cer- 
tain point — but its possibilities of service will 
be limited by available parking space just as 
rigidly as by seating space. . . . 

A place to park the car is one of the necessities 
of church planning today. If your parish is plan- 
ning to move, or to expand, be sure you have 
. ected ahs Byers item in your pans. — 


A Pe eS ST Se a 
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It Works! 


A mechanic was called in to repair a giant 
telescope. During the noon hour he paged through 
a well-worn Bible as he munched on his sandwich. 

“What good do you expect to get out of that?” 
asked the chief astronomer. “You don’t even 
know who wrote it.” 

The mechanic looked puzzled for a moment. 
Then he looked up and said: “As an astronomer 
you use the multiplication table, don’t you?” 

“Yes, of course,” replied the astronomer. 

“Do you know who wrote it?” 

“Why, no, I guess I don’t.” 

How can you trust the multiplication table 
when you don’t even know who wrote it?” said 
the mechanic. 

“We trust it because . . . well, simply because 
it works,” the astronomer replied, almost sur- 
prised at the simplicity of his own answer. 

“Well,” replied the mechanic, “I trust the Bible 
for the same reason — it works!” — “Sunday Bul- 
letin,” Zion, Oklahoma City, in Oklahoma District 
Edition. 


Not Isolationist 


The brightest spot in the Lutheran picture today 
is The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. Mis- 
souri is. unwilling to surrender her allegiance to 
the Holy Scriptures and the great Lutheran Con- 
fessions. Only a year ago she overwhelmingly 
defeated a proposal to join the Lutheran World 
Federation and has unequivocally opposed the 
World Council of Churches. She cannot be said 
to be isolationist. In many ways she has co- 
operated with other church bodies where it was 
possible to do so without violating her doctrinal 
beliefs. Some of us evangelicals wish she would 
carefully explore the possibility of greater co- 
operation with the National Association of 
Evangelicals, but we admire her stand for her 
convictions whether within or without our fold. 
Certainly she is in the evangelical orbit, and her 
influence is strongly for the basic Christian doc- 
trines we most surely believe. 

As God is in His heaven still directing the 
affairs of men and as Christ is still the Head of 
the Church, there is still hope for God’s chosen 
in the Lutheran vineyard. — United Evangelical 
Action. 
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Go ‘Help the Deaf ‘Hear the Gosj 


Although most of the deaf have TV sets, their use is limited. 
While a pastor sings a hymn on a weekly TV program in the 
Twin Cities, a missionary to the deaf signs the hymn and 
the sermon. 


Do you realize the blessings of sight and hearing? By the sense of 
touch, one of Synod’s pastors tells a deaf-blind member of Jesus. 


Because the deaf cannot be integratet 
into the average congregation, 36 highlj 
specialized pastors travel widely to bring 
the Savior’s Gospel to 10,000 Lutheran 
among the 80,000 deaf people in t 
United States. All the missionaries unde 
Synod’s Board for Missions to the Deé 
serve stations and schools in more tha 
one city. 


Besides ministering to 36 organized cof 
gregations, 228 preaching stations, an 
4,438 communicants, these missionari 
are instructing 1,969 children in religi¢ 
in 65 schools for the deaf. The childre 


The deaf enjoy graceful “singing” of hymns in sign. 


church’s first: | 
theological stu- 
(right) is now 
ring in the Twin 
s. He is shown 
his professor of 
*k at the Spring- 
Seminary. 


id Praise God 


ceive this instruction upon the request 
their parents or pastors. 

The Detroit congregation for the deaf, 
ith 215 communicants, is self-supporting, 
is the Milwaukee congregation of 107. 


The Deaf Lutheran, a monthly publica- 
n, may be ordered from Concordia Pub- 
ing House, St. Louis 18, Mo., for fifty 
mts a year. 

‘Of the 4,000 deaf-blind in the United 
tes, 82 are under the care of Lutheran 
istors. In Chicago Rey. O. E. Schroeder 
*ves 33 and mails raised-type magazines 
250. 


One of the 4,600 services which the 36 full-time and two 
part-time pastors for the deaf held in 1956, 


Confirmation class of an integrated deaf congregation in 
St. Louis. Last year, missionaries to the deaf baptized 76 
adults and confirmed 174. 


Members of this confirmation class in the North Dakota 
School for the Deaf will be Sunday school teachers next 
year. In 1956 60 children were confirmed. 


“Who Preaches 
To the Deaf?” 


By J. L. SALVNER 


Executive Secretary 
Board for Missions 
to the Deaf 


RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE PHOTO 
Deaf youths sing “Jesus Loves Me’”’ in sign language 


In 1894 a graduate of the Lutheran School for the Deaf in 
Detroit wrote: “Jesus says, ‘Preach the Gospel to every creature,’ 
but who preaches to the deaf? Should they be and remain with- 

-out the Gospel?” These words prompted the now sainted Rev. 
Augustus Reinke of Bethlehem Church, Chicago, to start services 
for the deaf. On March 4, 1894, he preached the first Lutheran 
sermon in the beautiful sign language of the deaf. His text was 
“God is Love.” Tears of joy coursed down the cheeks of the 
16 deaf in attendance. In the course of time he conducted serv- 
ices in Milwaukee, St. Louis, and several other cities. 

At the 1896 convention of Synod, Pastor Reinke pleaded that 
the delegates authorize the church to bring the glorious Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to its deaf fellow men. Synod gladly resolved to 
do so and elected a Board of Missions to the Deaf, who called 
two candidates for this new field. Traugott M. Wangerin was 
placed in Milwaukee and Hermann A. Bentrup in Louisville. For 
more than sixty years our church has ministered to the spiritual 
needs of the deaf and deaf-blind. 

The good Lord has prospered this work. By the grace of 
God our Synod today has 36 full-time pastors for the deaf, two 
part-time workers, and two vicars. Going from city to city, these 
men preach salvation by faith in the blood of Christ to thousands 
of deaf in about 285 cities. In the United States there are 80,000 
deaf. Synod’s pastors reach approximately 10,000, of whom 
more than 4,000 are communicant members. To some of these 
the Gospel is brought by means of speech and lip reading. 

There are also the little ones. In 47 residential public schools, 
16 city schools, and two schools for mentally retarded, the church 
brings Jesus to a large number of deaf boys and girls. In the 
United States there are 345 schools and classes with an enroll- 
ment of more than 23,000 deaf children. In Lutheran religion 
classes almost 2,000 are enrolled. What a field! 

The specialized pastors also minister to the deaf-blind, who 
love Christ and His Word. After a Christmas service, one deaf- 
blind man said: “The best thing which I again learned today is 
that Christ was born for me.” By the sense of touch, spelling 
or signing into their hands, the deaf-blind receive the Gospel 
message. 

The pastors to the deaf also minister to the deaf in state hos- 
pitals. And how these inmates appreciate the Word of Jesus! 
One deaf woman accompanied her pastor to the door, bade him 
good-by, and said: “It was so nice of you to come and tell us 
of the Savior.” 

And, Christian reader, it is “so nice of you’’to support this 
work with your prayers and gifts! God bless you for it! 


Florida-Georgia 
May 14—17, West Palm Beach 


‘i 4 
By a closed ballot the delegates to the 
seventh convention voted to ‘ ‘promote} | 
support, and supervise” in Florida anc} 
Georgia the work among the Negroes | 
begun by the Synodical Conference. | 
The District was assured of financial 
support by synodical officials, who en: | 
couraged the Florida-Georgia congre 
gations to assume this administrative 
task in compliance with the recom- 
mendations of the 1953 convention. } 
Dr. Paul M. Bretscher in his essay 
on “The Lodge Problem as It Confronts | 
the Church Today” stated that half the 
population of America holds member- 
ship in some fraternal organization. 


President Lorberg 


Those “secret societies,” he ex 
plained, “whose rituals include element 
of worship of a god which is not th 
Triune God and teach a morality whic 
is not in harmony with Christianity 
divide the loyalty of its members be 
tween the non-ecclesiastical organizé 
tions. This is inconsistent with 
loyalty to the Christian faith.” 

Rev. Frederick W. Lorberg, Vice 
President of the District since its of 
ganization in 1948, was ejected Pre 
ident. Rev. C. F. Kellermann, h 
predecessor since 1948, was nam 
Honorary President. 

The District in 1956 had the highe 
per-member contributions among Nor 
American Districts: $97.59 for hor 
purposes; $18.89 for work at large 


ELECTED: President, Rev. Frederick 
berg; pice ee ects Revs. Roy E. Guelzo' 
Howard G. Welch; Secretary, Rev. Lewis | 
hardt; Financial Secretary, Ted Berk; 
John Senkarik. 

SYNop’s ESrRnSEN LSE Vice-Pré 
ter F, Lichtsinn. 


Although mission work “among the 
,000 Indians in South Dakota is slow 
progressing,” delegates to the 35th 
mvention heard that one of their 
istors has five Indians in his confirma- 
mn. class. 

The District received into member- 
ip nine pastors and six congregations. 
» facilitate Kingdom building, the 
mber of circuits was increased from 
to 13. 

A panel of Walther Leaguers pre- 
nted a report on its worship, educa- 
n, fellowship, recreation, and service 
tivities. 

“Much rain fell all over the state 
ring the convention,” reported Rev. 
. A. Bunkowske. “Delegates went 
me thankful to God and persuaded 
it He was promising the material 
~ans to make possible the coming of 
s kingdom. 

“Pastors, teachers, and laymen went 
me determined to pray more ear- 
stly, work more diligently, and give 
gre generously for the coming of 
y\d’s kingdom.” 


LECTED: President, Rey. Philip Mueller; Vice- 
sidents, Revs. Philip R. Albrecht and Rudolph 
Marquardt; Secretary, Rev. Hugo W. Larsen; 
asurer, Herbert Buntrock. 

YNOpD’s REPRESENTATIVE: Vice-President Ar- 
d H. Grumm. 


ntario 


ne wep, Dashwood 


The Lutheran Church in Canada as- 
ned its first outlines when the SIst 
itario District convention approved 
- establishment of the new body and 
opted a proposed constitution for the 
nadian organization. 
Comprising the Ontario, Manitoba- 
skatchewan, and Alberta-British Co- 
nbia Districts of Synod and all other 
igregations of the Synodical Con- 
ence in Canada, The Lutheran 
urch in Canada, with all constituent 
stricts and congregations, will retain 
l affiliation with the Missouri Synod 
1 the Synodical Conference. 
The purpose in knitting the churches 
‘Canada into one group is to secure 
ominion Church Charter, which 
1 make it easier to do mission work 
to hold land in areas where the 
rch is not represented. 
he approval of the other Canadian 
tricts and congregations involved, 
ell as of the Missouri Synod, will 
_ necessary before The Lutheran 
urch in Canada can be formed. 


President, Rev. Walter O. Rathke; 

eects Revs. Clemens H. Neuhaus and 

ip. ponina Secretary, pi Maynard F, 
urer, W. H. 


alz. 
ESENTATIVE: Vice-President Her- 


Lutheran 


“Umbrella” 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


The Lutheran World Federation, I mentioned briefly in my 
last column, is not putting into practice some of the fine state- 
ments in its constitution. The LWF has received into member- 
ship and continues in membership church bodies which are not 
distinctively Lutheran, but Uniert. 


The Church of Pomerania is not distinctively Lutheran. AI- 
though it has joined the LWF, it has not changed its confession. 
It remains Uniert. 


In Brazil, South America, four church bodies have been 
brought under one “umbrella,” bearing the name Federacao Sin- 
odal. They are the Riograndenser Synode, Die Kirche Mittleren 
Brasiliens, Die Gotteskastenkirche, Die Santa Catarina Kirche. 
Only one of the bodies was nominally Lutheran; the others are 
Uniert. The Federacao Sinodal is now a member of the LWF. 


Perhaps you are asking, what do you mean by Uniert? It is 
the union that resulted when King William Frederick HI of Prus- 
sia called upon Lutherans and Reformed to “unite and form the 
Evangelical Church (Unierte Kirche).” The king hoped “that the 
two churches would in the course of time forget their differences 
and become one Church.” The royal order of 1834 defined the 
union as follows: “The union neither means nor desires any sur- 
render of the Confessions existing until now. Nor is the authority 
which the Confessions have had up to this time discarded. Join- 
ing the union means only that moderation and mildness which no 
longer regards the particular doctrinal differences of the other 
denomination as a reason why external church fellowship should 
be denied.” 

What a mixture! What mingling of truth and error! What 
a compromise! What a sacrifice of principles! The Unierte Kirche 
reveals the seriousness of religious unionism. Error gains the 
victory. Truth suffers defeat. 


I asked a prominent leader of the LWF who called on me 
how the Church of Pomerania could be received into member- 
ship. He replied that the Executive Committee had investigated 
and then received the church into membership. When I inquired 
about its wrong doctrinal position (1 asked this also about the 
Batak Church), he informed me that the LWF does not consider 
itself under obligation to test the soundness of the Lutheranism 
of member churches. When I asked about the Federacao Sinodal 
in Brazil, he admitted that I had a point there, but he hoped that 
the situation would improve when these churches were brought 
under the Lutheran “umbrella.” 

The EKID (Evangelical Church in Germany), organized soon 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Psalter 


Help for the Helpless 


Psalm 72:12: “For He shall deliver the 
needy when he crieth; the poor also, and 
him that hath no helper.” 


By nature we are inclined to be proud 
and self-sufficient. We do not like to 
acknowledge our dependency on others. 
Man, in his natural state, would like to 
get along even without God. 


But that is hardly possible. If there 
is one thought that recurs to us ever 
and again, as we make our way through 
life, it is the fact that we cannot “go it 
alone.” Time and again we feel the 
weight of our helplessness, our weak- 
ness, our inability to shape the course 
of events. 


We feel this way especially when we 
are plunged into some particular sor- 
row, or misery, or need. A loved one 
is snatched from our side. We lose our 
job, and we worry about making a liv- 
ing. We are afflicted with illness and 
must spend long weeks in a hospital 
bed. A sudden accident changes the 
entire course of our life and snuffs out 
our cherished ambitions. A _ family 
problem shrouds our home in worry 
and distress. 


It is then that the psalmist’s words 
bring strength and comfort to our 
heart: “He shall deliver the needy when 
he crieth; the poor also, and him that 
hath no helper.” There is no burden 
too heavy for Him to bear. There is 
no wound too deep for Him to heal. 


That is solace indeed for the needy. 
And we all are needy at times, “when 


| other helpers fail and comforts flee.” 


Then it is that we can turn to Him and 
plead, “Help of the helpless, oh, abide 
with me!” 


But God will help the needy one only 
when he cries to God. God is ready to 
heip, but He wants to be asked. He 
wants us first to realize our own in- 
sufficiency, our utter need of Him. If 
_ that spirit imbues us, we can trust in 
His own sure promise: “It shall come 
to pass that before they call, I will 
answer, and while they are yet speak- 
ing, I will hear.” 

THOMAS COATES 


Christmas 


“Pastor Schwan, this i is Pastor Muehl- 
haeuser.” 


The introduction probably never took 
place. If it had, the two men would 
have found that they had much in com- 
mon. Both were stanch Lutherans; both 
had affection for the Christmas tree. 
They were the first to light a tree at an 
American Christmas service. 


In 1840 Rev. John Muehlhaeuser 
placed a tree in his church at Rochester, 
N. Y. Nobody seems to have taken 
exception to that act. But when Rev. 
Henry Schwan lighted a tree in Zion 
Church, Cleveland, Ohio, in 1851, he 
created a stir. His members — least of 
all the children — did not object to the 
tree but the townspeople did. 


“A plain case of idolatry,” they called 
it. Loudest in their protest were the 
townsfolk from New England, where 
any celebration of Christmas had been 
banned as “a heathenish custom.” 


Startled by the protest, Pastor Schwan 
undertook a search of the origin of the 
Christmas tree. He learned that it ap- 
peared first in Alsace-Lorraine. From 
there it crossed the Rhine, picking up 
candles on the way. Although the cut- 
ting of Christmas trees was forbidden 
in certain parts of Germany, other 
parts welcomed the tree. It soon found 
its way into the Scandinavian countries. 


To Pastor Schwan, Christmas with- 
out a tree was no Christmas. Had not 
Luther trimmed a tree for his children? 
Have you never seen the picture of 
Luther with a tree? 


When Pastor Schwan learned that 
Luther had no tree and that the story 
was a legend, he sadly resigned himself 
to a Christmas without a tree. 


As another Christmas season drew 
near, some of the townspeople began 
to side with Pastor Schwan. After all, 
this is a free country, they said, where 
men may worship according to their 
likes. They cut a tree, trimmed it, and 
presented it to Pastor Schwan for his 
church. 


Thereafter the custom of having a 
Christmas tree im church and home 
spread rapidly —a_ lovely Lutheran 
contribution to the American way of 
life. 
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Like the tree, the festival of Christ- 
mas had trouble in striking roots. Of 
the three great Christian festivals. 
Christmas was the last to be observed. 
What delayed Christmas? : 


The early Christians did not cele- 
brate birthdays; only the pagans did 
that. The early Christians celebrated! 
the day on which they were baptized) 
and “born again.” : | 


Besides, nobody knew on what day, 
in what month, and in what year ihell 
Christ Child was born. The uncertainty [ 
remains to this day. | 
Pope Liberius of Rome is generall | 
credited with having been the first to} 
settle on December 25 as the Savior’ | 
birthdate. Liberius celebrated Christ | 
mas for the first time A. D. 354. The | 
date and the feast caught on, for the} 
date was already a popular holiday in | 
celebration of the start of the sun’s 
lengthening rays. The holiday was 
known as the Saturnalia, the festival of 
Saturn, the Roman god of seed sowing. 


| 
How rapidly Christmas was accepted 
can be seen from the first Christmas 
sermon on record, preached by Chry-_ 


sostom, an early church father. 


“I have longed to see,” he said in 
that sermon, “the day when multitudes 
would observe the nativity of the Lord. 
My wish has been granted. Ten years 
ago the feast was not known; today we 
celebrate it with a fervor as if it had 
been from time immemorial.” 


Most of the Christmas customs aré 
old, for the Saturnalia furnished most 
of them — the cheer and good will, the 
hospitality, and the exchange of gifts 
It was easy to give to these a Christiar 
meaning and direction. Christ’s birth 
is God’s gift to mankind. The Sun o! 
Righteousness dispels the darkness. Th 
angels sang, “Peace on earth, good wil 
toward men.” 


_ Having a tree is a meaningful Christ 
mas custom, for it reminds us of th 
tree of life that stands at the very be 
ginning of Holy Scripture (Gen. 2:9 
and at the very end of it (Rev. 22:14 
The tree of life is Jesus Christ, and 
is sl that a spe hine tree di tu 


— who? 


@ Opposing Freemasonry — why? 


@ Marry a Roman Catholic — why not? 


Yl te NINSWERP?P 


uestion: Is it contrary to the prac- 
‘e of the Missouri Synod to unite 
rsons of different faiths or persons 
longing to no church at all before 
e altar of God in one of our 
urches if the ceremony is of a pri- 
ite nature? 


Answer: That depends upon circum- 
inces. If we can unite a man and 
woman in marriage at all, we can 
30 unite them in church. Various 
pects complicate this problem. If 
th parties are outspoken unbelievers, 
> cannot honestly use our ritual; 
nce a pastor should not officiate at 
unless after careful counseling he 
yuld find them receptive and inter- 
ted in further instruction. 

Again, not all unchurched people are 
itspoken unbelievers. A pastor will 
y to interest the betrothed in the 
ospel and, if successful, will perform 
e marriage. If both parties are mem- 
rs of other churches, they should be 
ferred to their own pastor, since he 
their shepherd. If one party is 
member of our church, a church 
sdding may be granted them; yet 
conscientious pastor will speak wise 
ords of counsel to them beforehand. 
hether the ceremony is of a public 
private nature would not matter. 
Finally, it must be recognized that 
2 congregation, under the guidance 
the pastor, has the right to determine 
nO may or may not have a church 
-dding. However, the congregation 
ould not proceed arbitrarily, but con- 
: the matter thoroughly and adopt 
air and ees! practice. 


uestion: What is the Biblical basis 

teaching that “the angel of the 
ord” who appeared to Abraham, 
oses, and others is the Son of God? 


A Answer: That “the angel of the Lord” 
‘the Old Testament was none other 


1 ea on the following facts: 


in the Son of God before His incar- 


(1) “In Gen. 22:11,12 He is called 
an angel and is thus different from 
God; (2) He is described as being 
one with Jehovah in essence. In Gen. 
31:11 we read that the angel of the 
Lord spoke to Jacob, and in vy. 13 He 
called Himself “the God of Bethel, 
where thou anointedst the pillar.” In 
Ex. 3:2 the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Moses at the burning bush, and in 
v. 6 He calls Himself the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

These and other texts clearly show 
that “the angel of the Lord” was the 
uncreated Angel who is different from 
Jehovah in regard to His person, yet 
one with Him in essence. Only Jesus fits 
that description. The theologian John 
Gerhard summarized it thus: “When 
either the name Jehovah or divine 
works or divine worship is attributed 
to an angel in the Scriptures, then this 
angel must be understood to be the Son 
of God. 


Question: Why does. the “Witness” 
oppose Freemasonry? Do you not 
realize that this lodge is a friend of 
Protestantism? Do you know that 
Masons constitute a most powerful 
political bloc against Roman power? 


Answer: Our reasons for opposing 
Freemasonry lie in its false teachings 
and principles which we summarized in 
this column June 19, 1956. That this 
organization is a most powerful bloc 
against Roman Catholicism dare not 
move us to change our stand. We can 
do that only if Freemasonry abandons 
its false teachings and principles. 

If your position were correct, we 
would also have to silence our testi- 
mony against Roman Catholicism, be- 
cause it is a powerful bloc against 
Communism; also against Communism, 
because it is a mortal enemy of Roman 
Catholicism. 

The church’s task is not to form or 
oppose political blocs, but to bear wit- 
ness to the truth of the Word. A part 
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of this witness is to warn Christian 
people against uniting with any group 
that teaches and promotes false doc- 
trines and principles which war against 


their souls. 
6:14-18; 2 


(Rom. 16:17-20; 2 Cor. 
Tim. 2:16-21; 2 John 9, 10) 


Question: Does everyone from our 
church who is married by a Roman 
Catholic priest have to sign the pre- 
nuptial contract? 


Answer: Yes, according to the rule 
of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
such an individual has to make prom- 
ises which before God and man he 
cannot conscientiously and rightfully 
make. To be married by the priest, he 
must promise: (1) to receive the stip- 
ulated instruction from a priest “con- 
cerning the essentials of the Roman 
Catholic religion”; (2) “not to obstruct, 


hinder, or persuade the Roman Cath- . 


olic spouse in the exercise of his or 
her religion”; (3) to have all children 
issuing from the union baptized and 
educated in the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, even after the death of the Roman 
Catholic spouse; (4) no additional 
marriage ceremony will take place; (5) 
not to use any contraceptive devices. 

The Roman Catholic Church warns 
its members against marrying non- 
Catholics. We likewise urge our people 
not to marry Roman Catholics. Un- 
scriptural teachings and _ idolatrous 
practices of the Roman _ Catholic 
Church render it impossible for a con- 
scientious Lutheran Christian to sign 
and live up to the antenuptial agree- 
ment. It is incomprehensible how 


_a conscientious Lutheran can agree to 


bring up his children in false beliefs 
and practices. Therefore the request 
to sign the agreement should receive 
an emphatic “no.” It is better to break 
the courtship than a covenant made 
with God in Holy Baptism and renewed 
on the day of confirmation. 


O. E. SOHN 
17 


Table 
of 
Duties 


Of Husbands 


“Husbands, love your wives.” 
Epu. 5:25 


All the duties of a husband to his 
wife are summed up in the sentence: 
“Husbands, love your wives.” This 
command requires unceasing prayer 
and consecrated effort. “Love” in God’s 
Word signifies a spirit of self-denial, 
a life lived unselfishly for the happiness 
of another. 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for it.” Christ loved the church 
even when the church was unlovable. 
And He loved her unto death. 

The Christian husband will love his 
wife even when she has failed in her 
obligations. Willing to die for her, he 
will also live for her. His Christlike 
love will express itself in kindness, pa- 
tience, forgiveness, tenderness, helpful- 
ness, and loyal support. 

St. Paul emphasized from another 
angle the depth of a husband’s love 
for his wife: “So ought men to love 
their wives as their own bodies.” Every 
sane man nourishes and cares for his 
own body. Being one flesh with his 
wife, he ought to do the same for her. 

Many husbands are making them- 
selves unhappy by their neglect or mis- 
treatment of their wives. What the 
husband does to his wife in turn affects 
him. “He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself.” For that reason the Bible 
adds this admonition: “Husbands, love 
your wives, and be not bitter against 
them.” (Col. 3:19) 

St. Peter adds an eternal dimension 
to a Christian husband’s love: “Ye hus- 
bands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge, giving honor unto the wife 
as unto the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life; that 
your prayers be not hindered.” (1 Peter 
Bir) 

Christian husbands remember that 

_Christ is the Head of the house. In 
Christ, husbands and wives are joint 
heirs of eternal life. Blessed is the man 
who deals so sincerely and kindly with 
his wife that at any time they can join 

in prayer to Jesus. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 


. Of Synod’s Directors 


Jo tis faiart © 


Ministerial Training. The two sem- 
inary presidents and the executive 
secretary of the Board for Higher Ed- 
ucation detailed the problem involving 
the admission and retention of married 
seminary students and the solutions 
that seem fair to the young men and 
women, their parents, their congrega- 
tions, and the entire church. Policies 
now in effect are constantly being re- 
viewed. 

District Recruitment Committees — 
to be elected at the 1957 District con- 
ventions — will be expected to give 
impetus to a systematic “drive” to in- 
crease the number of pastors and teach- 
ers available to our church. 


Missions. A conference of mission- 
aries in the Caribbean area has been 
scheduled for July 23—26 in Guate- 
mala City. Dr. E. T. Bernthal will 
represent the Board of Directors and 
visit other Central American fields. 

Our congregations in India intend to 
organize the India Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in January 1958. Our brethren 
in India are faced with questions re- 
lating to church union. To offer guid- 
ance and counsel, Dr. O. H. Schmidt 
of the Board for Missions in Foreign 
Countries and either the President or 
a Vice-President of Synod will visit 
India early next year. 

Our expanding work in South Amer- 
ica has made it necessary to acquire 
properties on which to locate new 
educational institutions; hundreds of 
thousands of dollars will be involved. 
Two laymen are to visit South America 
to examine all phases of our site-selec- 
tion program: Oscar Doerr, represent- 
ing the Board for Missions in North 
and South America, and Henry Buck, 
representing Synod’s Board of Directors. 


Church Extension. The request of 
Synod’s Church Extension Board was 
granted to offer the appointment as 
full-time executive secretary of the 
Church Extension Board to Fred Lietz 
of Saginaw, Mich. Mr. Lietz, now a 
member of the Board, is well acquainted 
with the needs and possibilities of the 
Church Extension Fund. 


Scholarly Research. The publication 
of a doctoral dissertation by Dr. Henry 
Hamann of Australia on “The Doctrine 
of Justification and Modern Theology” 
was approved. It was also agreed to 
participate in the International Greek 
New Testament Project to the extent 
of $5,000 from the budget of the Board 
for Scholarly Research. These are areas 
of activity in which the voice of our 
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Synodical Affairs Committee. C 
gregations will be urged to appa : 
a Synodical Affairs Committee. It 
suggested that its membership consis 
of a member of the congregational stew 
ardship committee, a representative d 
the women’s organization, of the men” 
organization, and of the young people”} 
group (LWML, LLL, and WL whereve | 
possible). This committee is to operatd] 
under the guidance of a Synodica} if 
Affairs Committee on the synodica lt 
level and shall bring specific informa 
tion on synodical matters to the mem 
bers of our congregations. | 
T 

Finances and Stewardship. May, the 
first “good” month of the 1957 fiscal} 
year, showed an increase of 27. 7% 
over May 1956. The total increase for i 
the year is 11.7%, which is good, but 
an increase of 20% over the cash re- 
ceipts in 1956 is needed if our 1957 
budget of $14,200,000 is to be attained, 
It will take a determined and unified 
effort to reach the goal. 

Stewardship Secretary John Herr- 
mann announced the Tesponse of o 
congregations to participate in a Pente 
cost mission offering was good; 2 300} 
congregations ordered 400,000 enve 
lopes and other materials. If we unite] 
our prayers and join our hands in ou 
common task, God will bless our ' efforts 
and grant success. 

W. C. BIRKNER, Secretary 


UNDER LUTHERAN ‘UMBRELLA 
(Continued from page 15) 


after World War II, is composed of 
Lutherans, Reformed, and the Unierte. 
Unfortunately, practically all the 
Lutheran Landeskirchen (Provincial 
Churches, some call them _ State 
Churches) joined this organization. At 
the same time the Lutheran. Landes- 
kirchen formed an organization known 
as VELKD, Vereinigte Evangelisc 
Lutherische Kirche in Deutschland” 
(United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Germany). That these Lutheran 
Landeskirchen joined the EKID is most 
regrettable. Strange affiliations! Such 
connections stifle and silence clear-cut 
confession of Lutheran doctrine. Con- 
fessional Lutheranism suffers a tere 
setback, yes, a real defeat. That is als 
happening today. 

The Lutheran Landeskirchen and the 
Unierte mentioned are members of a the 
LWF. These are facts. We must kne 
them. We must remember that the 1 
sulting confessional basis of the LI V a 
responsible if our Saga cannot join i 


‘Arcadia 
Marks 


Anniversary 


ii 
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'. F. Weiherman 


Special services at Arcadia, Mich., 
1 July 21 will mark the 35th anni- 
rsary of the founding of Camp Ar- 
dia. 

The Camp Arcadia property on Lake 
ichigan was the gift of the late 
harles Starke, Arcadia lumberman, in 
22. In the spring of 1923 the Wal- 
er League’s camp committee pur- 
ased 80 additional acres and made 
ans for the first summer-conference 
mp in Synod. 

To manage the camp, the League 
rned to a young St. Louis parish 
hool teacher, W. F. Weiherman. 
umiliarly known as “Chief” to thou- 
nds of leaguers and guests of Camp 
rcadia, Mr. Weiherman has been the 
liding genius in building Arcadia into 
ie of America’s outstanding church 
mps. It has served as the pilot model 
r many district camps. Working right 
ongside “Chief” during these 35 years 
“Mom,” his devoted wife. 


The first Arcadia campers had to 
ugh it in an old lumberjack hotel, 
zich was rented until the first camp 
ildings could be erected. From year 
year new buildings were added, the 
fest being the Wigwam, a two-story 
rvice and recreation building. 


Sixty-five campers from six states 
ent their vacation at Camp Arcadia 
its first year. Every summer during 
e past years about 1,800 persons came 
Arcadia for a week or more of in- 
iration, fellowship, and recreation. 

The 35th-anniversary season, which 
gan June 15, features a group of 
ominent lecturers and Bible study 
aders from the church. The recrea- 
nal program will be under the direc- 
wn of capable leaders. ASP. K; 


ese Caravaners were commissioned 
mmanuel Church, Valparaiso, Ind., 
leaving on their 8-week tours 
iout Synod. 
| Tt £ 
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“Mite-Box Projects 


ae 


; aK - 4) ? es aS if 
4WML to Choose 


When the international LWML con- 
venes in Minneapolis, July 31 and Au- 
gust 1, the delegates will select new 
mission projects to which the mite-box 
offerings of the members will apply 
during the next biennium. 

Projects which have met constitu- 
tional requirements are presented to 
the Executive Board for consideration 
and then to the delegates for action. 
The proposed projects are: 


1. School for Missionaries’ Children 
in New Guinea. In the central high- 
lands of New. Guinea are no educational 
facilities for the children of mission- 
aries. The school must also house and 
care for the pupils, who come from 
widely scattered areas. 


Mrs. Walter Rosenbrock, Southern Cal- 
ifornia District LWML president, pre- 
sents $5,000 check from the Minnesota 
District LWML to Rev. David L. Stir- 
divant, pastor of La Santa Cruz Lu- 
theran Church, Los Angeles. 


L.—r.: Mrs. George Theiss, Dr. Andrew A. 
Melendez, Spanish Lutheran Hour speaker, who 
delivered the dedication message; Mrs. Rosen- 
brock; Leo Leon, president of the congregation 


2a. Bible Institute for Nigeria is 
needed to train more native mission 
workers. 


2b. Training Center and Chapel in 
the Ogoja Province. In this province 
are 800,000 natives, many of whom 
can be won for Christ. 


2c. Chapel at the Lutheran Hospital 
in Eket, Nigeria, is needed for hospital 
patients and staff as well as for healthy 
natives. 


3. Girls’ Dormitory at Selma, Ala. 
Alabama Lutheran Academy and Col- 
lege trains young women to teach in 
schools for Negroes. The need for 
a new dormitory yearly grows more 
acute. 


4. Student Center in Manila. Student 
and youth work is carried on in Ma- 
nila. This project, although approved, 


is not recommended because the work . 


can be continued in the rented quarters. 


5. Deaf Chapel and Educational Unit 
at St. Paul, Minn. This approved proj- 
ect is not recommended because the 
need for the building can be more 
readily met than the needs for other 


projects presented for consideration. 
M. W. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Walter Harnack assemble 
publicity material for the Lutheran 
Hour and “This Is the Life.” 


Harnack Termed Exemplary 
LLL Senior Citizen 


Walter Harnack, a retired Akron, 
Ohio, rubber-firm employee, is an ex- 
emplary LLL “senior citizen,” accord- 
ing to reports by his pastor and his 
fellow LLL members. Mr. Harnack is 
a member of Concordia Church in the 
rubber city. 

The Harnacks devote much of their 
time to promoting the Lutheran Hour, 
the Family Worship Hour, and “This 
Is the Life.” In addition to preparing 
and distributing publicity materials in 
the Akron area, Mr. Harnack often pre- 
sents the mission aspects of the pro- 
grams in addresses to Sunday school 
groups and church organizations. 

Although his hair is pure white, his 
agility and happy attitude belie his 
69 years. 

A recent issue of the Wingfoot Clan, 
Goodyear employee publication, noted 
that Harnack “believes strongly in 
church work and bases his belief on 

. ‘Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost.’ ” 

Harnack’s son Russell is pastor of 
St. Paul’s Church, Indianapolis. Lois, 
a daughter, is the wife of Wisconsin 
Synod Pastor Robert W. Mackensen. 
A grandson, Andrew Harnack, is study- 
ing for the ministry. 


Doering Joins LLL Staff 


Melvin H. Doering, former press 
secretary of Valparaiso University, has 
been named assistant publicity director 
of the LLL, announces Paul Friedrich, 
the League’s executive director. 

A 1953 graduate of Valparaiso, 
Doering has been an assistant in the 
sales-promotion department of the Aid 
Association for Lutherans in Appleton, 
Wis., since 1955. He joined the LLL 
staff on June 1. 

Doering, a Navy veteran of World 
War II, is married to the former Eliz- 
abeth Steyer. They have two children, 
Norman Carl and Donna Marie. 

Bebe ks 
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1957 


NAMES ON THE MASTHEAD 


The WITNEss in its 75-year history 
has listed about 60 names on its mast- 
head, virtually one new staff member 
for each year of the publication’s life. 
This circumstance is partially produced 
by the fact that the WITNEss generally 
has been edited by a committee rather 
than by an individual. 

Even during the 35-year editorial 
partnership of Sommer and Graebner, 
three members of the St. Louis Semi- 
nary faculty served as a subcommittee: 
Professors William G. Polack, George 
V. Schick, and E. J. Friedrich. In 1940, 
a year after their names appeared on 
the masthead for the first time, Dr. 
Friedrich accepted a call to Wheat 
Ridge Sanatorium. He was replaced 
by Dr. Richard R. Caemmerer. 

Dr. Karl Kretzmann, former director 
of the Concordia Historical Institute, 
in 1946 became a research assistant to 
the WITNEss staff. When failing health 
caused his retirement two years later, 
other members of the editorial com- 
mittee assumed his WITNEss tasks. 


JUST PRIOR TO the Sommer-Graebner 
retirement in 1949, Professors Lewis W. 
Spitz and Arthur C. Repp accepted ap- 
pointments to the editorial committee. 
The “new” WITNEss, which made its 
first appearance in 1950, listed the 
following editorial committee: Polack 
(chairman), Schick, Caemmerer, Spitz, 
and Repp. 

The masthead of the 1950 WITNESS 
also carried the name of a woman as- 
sistant, Miss Lois Sohn. She was suc- 
ceeded by Miss Harriet E. Schwenck, 
who assumed her new duties on No- 
vember 1, 1951. She has served as 
editorial assistant for almost six years. 


r 
% 


ON JunE 5, 1950, the Lord termi- 
nated the brief chairmanship of Dr. 
Polack. The staff in a memorial edi- 
torial wrote: “He laid aside a number 
of other duties in order to clear time 
for the arduous labor involved in the 
reorganization of the staff and the mag- 
azine itself. He was devoted to the 
principle that the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
is uniquely a synodical organ, a reflec- 
tion and witness of the denomination 
as a whole. His own literary contri- 
butions for the magazine were always 
treasured. They lay particularly in the 
fields of Christian worship and hymnol- 
ogy and the problems of the Lutheran 
Church in America. Some of his love- 
liest poetry first appeared in the col- 
umns of this magazine.” 

Shortly after Dr. Polack’s death, the 
WITNESS was to undergo another re- 
organization. The Proceedings of the 
1950 synodical convention recorded 
two new regulations pertaining to the 
editorship of the publication. Other 
questions were referred to the Presi- 
dents and Vice-Presidents of Synod, its 
Board of Directors, and the St. Louis 
Seminary faculty, with power to act. 

This committee appointed a full-time 
editor, “who shall be a member of the 
faculty of Concordia Seminary, Saint 
Louis.” The July 8, 1952, WiTNEss 
announced that Dr. Lorenz F. Blanken- 
buehler had accepted the appointment 
to the editorship. 


A FORMER PROFESSOR at Synod’s col- 
leges in Portland and St. Paul, an editor 
with previous experience, and a former 
dean of the editorial department of 
Concordia Publishing House, Dr. Blan- 
kenbuehler assumed his new duties on 
September 1, 1952. 


Lutheran Witness Editorial Board 


L.—r.: 
Lange and Lochner, 
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Wengert, Mueller, Wiederaenders, Dorn, Spitz, Stuenkel, Lueker, Blankenbuehler. 


Missing: 


\ (356) 


Ween Professors Schick and Spi 
were named to the Witness Editori 
Board, they became “ineligible to se ‘ 
as associate editors.” Other membe 
of the Board were: Rev. Alfred Doer' 
fler, St. Louis; Rev. Theodore F. Nickel 
Chicago; Dr. Paul W. Lange, St. Loui: 
Dr. Louis P. Lochner, New York City 
and Leon Wengert, Colo, Iowa. 

The following have served as assc 
ciate editors: Prof. Victor Bartling 
1952—-57; Prof. Alfred von Ro 
Sauer, 1952—; Prof. Otto E. Sohr## 
1952—; Rev. Paul Juergensen, Altor§ 
Ill, 1952—53; Rev. Paul Stepharg? 
St. oii (now of Des Moines, Iowa} 
1954-56; Rev. Lewis C. Niemoeller# 
Glendale, Mo. (now of Springfielay 
Ill.), 1952—; and Teacher John Rung 
St. Louis, 1952—. 

A full-time assistant to the editor 
Rev. Martin W. Mueller of Hamlini 
N. Y., on February 15, 1955, joinec 
the WiTNEss staff as “an employee o 
Concordia Publishing House.” In Ocfi 
tober 1956 he became managing edito 

Tue 1957 MASTHEAD listed the fol 
lowing new names: Dr. Erwin L. Lueq 
ker, Rev. Omar Stuenkel, and Rey 
Roland Wiederaenders, members of the 
Editorial Board; Dr. Arthur W. Klinck# 
Rev. Reuben C. Baerwald, and RevJ§ 
Albert W. Galen, Associate Editors: 
Rev. Elmer A. Kettner, Rev. Alfred P 
Klausler, Elmer F. Kraemer, and Mrs 
Albert J. Warnke, contributing editors 

How does an editor feel about his 
work? Dr. Caemmerer, who served on 
the previous staff, recorded these im: 
pressions: “To be a member of the 
staff of the LUTHERAN WITNEss brought 
also other values. Editors do not sit 
in an ivory tower, but have lines of 
communication with the field. They 
man a listening post. As they reflect 
upon the state of the church and thei 
readers react to them, they receive in: 
sights into the people of the church, 
and their own denomination as a whole. 
which are stimulating and useful. Like 
the thousands who man a radar defens¢ 
of America, they become sensitive 
the changes, for better or for worse 
which move in upon the church.” 


SEVENTY-FIVE years ago, when th 
editors of the Lutheran Pioneer sai 
the first issue of the WITNEss, the 
wrote: “We bid the LUTHERAN WIT 
NEss a hearty welcome and hope that 
by the grace of God, it may at a 
times be a true witness of the pur 
Gospel truth. We do not doubt that. 
will find support which it well deserves 

This prophecy has been fulfille 
May the Lord grant the WITNEss, i 
editors, and its 425,000 subscribers, F 
grace and strength. A. R. SUELFLOW 


THE LUTHERAN WITN: 
‘tae abi, : ‘see 


meee’, 


st that the Missouri Synod is at the 
eshold of a period of exceptionally 
id growth. Under the blessings of 
Md, Our communicant membership 
juld reach 2,000,000 in about 10 
s.” On this hopeful note, the un- 
rsigned, recently appointed research 
ector of the Synodical Survey Com- 
ssion, addressed the June meeting of 
» administrative staff at synodical 
adquarters in St. Louis. 
The Commission’s advisory commit- 
-— Drs. Arnold H. Grumm, Paul 
yenig, John Baur, and Mr. Fred Rutz 
attended. 


THE PURPOSE, METHODS, and spirit 
the survey were explained to the 
yup. The work of the Commission, 
ing under the directives of Synod, 
| be focused mainly upon an effort 
measure both the effectiveness and 
- efficiency of Synod’s numerous 
ictional and administrative agencies. 
ese measures are expected to lead to 
iclusions and recommendations by 
ich our church, with its expanding 
portunities and responsibilities, can 
administered as soundly and eco- 
mically as possible. 

The survey will be conducted through 
‘sonal interviews with Synod’s elected 
1 appointed officers, secretaries, 
ards, and employees, through ques- 
nnaires, through the examination of 
cumentary information, and possibly 
ough field studies. The carefully 
embled data will then be submitted 
the research director to the Survey 
mmission for thorough examination, 
erpretation, and recommendation to 
10d. 


THE SPIRIT of the survey will be one 
independent, objective study in an 
nosphere of Christian courtesy and 
pect. It will be a fact-finding, not 
ault-finding, venture in which justice 
the congregations of our Missouri 
10d and love toward its dedicated 
vants are to guide an honest search 
improved effectiveness and _ effi- 
ney. 
Both the reasonableness and_ the 
ieliness of the survey were empha- 
>d by the Commission and its re- 
rch director. The prospective rapid 
wth of Synod and the enlarged bur- 
1S and problems of performing and 
ninistering the work which Synod 
scribes now call for a thorough re- 
w of. the organization, procedures, 
1 costs of its various agencies and 
y ‘The eee is the best pos- 


challenges which God presents to it. 

At the outset, the Commission, 
through its research director, plans to 
take a complete organizational inven- 
tory and to make a comprehensive 
expense and capital analysis. These 
studies are to extend backward over 
a period of years. 


THE MEMBERS of Synod’s adminis- 
trative staff have already exhibited an 
encouraging readiness to co-operate in 
the survey. Their attitude supports the 
hope that much good may be accom- 
plished voluntarily as the survey pro- 
ceeds. 

Surely our members everywhere will 
wish to remember the Survey Com- 
mission in frequent prayer and will 
ask God to bless its work with courage, 
wisdom, and humility. 


St. Louis, Mo. WALTER F. GAsT 


The cornerstone of Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne, was laid June 12 
in a low wall near Kramer Chapel. 


L.—r.: Dr. Walter F. Lichtsinn, Dr. Arnold H. 
Grumm, and Dr. Martin J. Neeb. 


THE DEAF HEAR 


(Continued from page 7) 


my best, and if God is not satisfied 
with that, He can throw me into hell!” 

The two deaf-blind from that home 
are now in their heavenly home, per- 
haps because of their handicap, and 
certainly because of God’s marvelous 
grace in Jesus Christ, communicated 
through John Leonard Salvner. 

God blessed His servant with a de- 
voted Christian wife, the former Anna 
Marie Steltzriede, who helped and sus- 
tained him in his arduous labors from 
1903>\t0.. 1933; The Salvners’ one 
daughter, Mrs. Raymond Schweigert, 
has taken her mother’s place in the 
parsonage. 

In 1943 John Salvner, perennially 


young, was named adviser to the Board 
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he = Best of Vs, ability - ‘and to the 
‘ glory of its Savior, meet the growing 
ate convincing evidence to sug- 


With each year of additional youth, 
John, whose St. Louis alma mater in 
1944 conferred on him the Doctorate 
of Divinity, has continued to serve the 
Lord among the deaf. He now travels 
more miles than ever before and in 
many respects has more responsibilities. 

It may yet be that one day John 
Leonard Salvner will have enough ex- 
perience to take the place of one of 
the missionaries he has installed. 


What Have You Done? 


Have you won a soul for Christ? 
Have you told the Gospel story? 
It was not meant for you alone. 
Won't you share your Savior’s glory? 
To spread His Word, what have you done? 
So many souls must still be won! 


Have you won a soul for Christ? 
Can they believe unless they know? 
They worship idols, seeking peace. 
To whom, where, shall they go? 
They too, were bought. What have you 
done? 
Their souls are waiting to be won! 


Have you won a soul for Christ? 
Will you heed the mission call? 
Jesus said: “Go ye and teach, 
In My name baptizing all.” 
Dare you delay? Have you begun? 
So many sculs must still be won! 


Have you won a soul for Christ? 

Will someone speak on Judgment Day 
And point to you with thankful heart: 

‘*Twas he that told me of the Way”? 
Go, tell the message of God’s Son. 

So many souls can still be won! 


Have you won a soul for Christ? 
Harvest quickly, seek the lost, 

Pray for reapers, faithful workers, 
Generous hearts to bear the cost. 
The fields are white. What have you done? 
The souls are waiting to be won! 


Wayne, Nebr. Mrs. JACK KINGSTON 


Oks 


The Church Under Communism. Pub- 
lished by the Philosophical Library 
Inc.. New York, N.Y. 79 pages. 


This is the second report of the Com- 
mission on Communism appointed by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land on conditions of the churches in 
Communist countries. The report, pre- 
sented to the General Assembly in May, 
1952, gives a picture of conditions of the 
churches behind the Iron Curtain. 

The booklet suggests what the churches 
in the free world might do to meet the 


- threat of Communism. 


It is a grim and startling fact, unpleas- 
ant to contemplate, that within the last 
35 years atheistic Communism has _ suc- 
ceeded in gaining domination over one 
third of the human race. More disturb- 
ing is the fact that in Europe “millions in 
a traditionally Christian nation have lost 
any vital hold that they ever had on the 
Christian faith and ethic.” 

A. M. REHWINKEL 
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later he Beeene executive secretary. ’ 


‘orc ont OE RSSTRNUEL PORVOO 


See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


Emit F. MESSERSCHMIDT, June 6, 1894, 
Fall Creek, Wis., to June 10, 1957, near 
Wausau, Wis.; son of August and Emilie 
Messerschmidt; graduated Springfield Sem- 
inary, 1917; itinerant missionary in North- 
ern Wisconsin, 1918—22; parishes: West- 
field, Wis., 1923-50; Caldonia Township 
near Fremont; and Town Berlin, near 
Wausau. Survivors: Clara Ehlert Messer- 
schmidt; sons Revs. Eldore, Lester; daugh- 
ter Dorothy. Funeral: June 14, Naugart, 
Wis. 


O. ADELBERT SAUER. 
December 15, 1888, 
South Bend, Ind., to 
wine» 7, 1957,  Rich- 
mond, Va.; son of Wil- 
liam and Flora Roeder 
Sauer; graduated Saint 
Louis Seminary, 1912; 
parishes: Michigan 
City, Ind.; and Rich- 
mond, Va., since 1921; 
President and _  Vice- 
President of the South- 
eastern and _ Eastern 
Districts; secretary of 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission since 
1936; and frequently served as chairman 
of the Budget Committee at Synod’s An- 
nual Fiscal Conference. Survivors: Beata 
Thieme Sauer; sons Lester and Enno; 
daughter Virginia. Funeral: June 10, 
Richmond; interment, Forest Lawn, Rich- 
mond. 


O. A. Sauer 


A nnauneenen 


Ordinations and Installations 


Installed: pied ES? 

Dahlke, Victor W., St. John, Watertown, Wis., 
by E. F. Quandt, June 2. 

Hartenberger, E. K., Immanuel, Burnett, Wis., 
by Hugo Hanser, June 2. 

Jankens, Edward G., St. Paul, Cullman, Ala., 
by Henry Meyer, June 2. 

Krenz, Harold A., St. Stephen, Horicon, Wis., 
by Pres. H. W. Baxmann, May 26. 

Krueger, Walter R., Trinity, Spencer, Wis., by 
F. H. Sprengler, June 2. 

Kuehnert, Edward C., Mount Calvary, Saint 
Louis, Mo., by Edwin L. Wilson, June 2. 
Kuntz, Arnold G., Grace, Escondido, Calif., by 

. Roy G. Gesch, June 2. 
Lenser, Rudi P., Faith, Anderson, Calif., by 
Martin Schabacker, Jr., May 26. 
Michael, Gerhard C., St. James, Howard Lake, 
Minn., by Alfred R. Streufert, June 2. 
Mueller, Charles R., missionary in Bountiful, 
Utah, at St. John, Salt Lake City, Utah, by 
L. W. Brandt, June 2. 

Mueller, Charles S., St. Andrew, Silver Spring, 
Md., by Walter E. Kraemer, June 9. 

Pomeroy, James E., Bethany, Pueblo (Bel- 
mont), Colo., by E. J. Riske, June 2. 

Saresky, Edward L., Faith, Rochester (Pen- 
field), N. Y., by Herman R. Frincke, June 2. 

Schmidt, Theodore, Immanuel, Jackson, Mo., 
by O. H. Pooker, June 9. 

Steinhorst, E. W., St. Paul, Fulda, Minn., by 
M. W. Lieske, June 9. 

Stuempfig, E. L., Concordia, Waterloo, Iowa, 
by Carl H. Gutekunst, June 2. 


Ziekert, Wilfred L., St. Luke, Rensselaer, 
Trinity, Goodland, ‘Ind., by Erich A. sabe te 
June 9. 

Installed: bt td 


Brockmann, Edward L., Immanuel, Bridgman, 
Mich., by Theo. Stolp, June 9. 

Busse, Walter C., Cross, St. Paul, Minn., by 
Pres. H. G. Kleiner, May 26. 


, = 
anue el, Linn, Kans., by 
— John D. “Kovac, June 2. 


Schauland, Ernest P., St. Luke, Wood Lake, 
Minn., by T. H. Rehwaldt, June 2. 


LAY WORKER 
Commissioned: 


Gihring, Ralph, as business manager in for- 
eign mission fields, in St. John, Idaho Falls, 
Idaho, by Dr. O. H. Schmidt, May 26. 


Official Notices 


Robert. John Berger, with an M.A. degree 
from Colorado State University and with two 
years’ teaching experience at the Lutheran 
High School in Denver, Colo., is making ap- 
plication to enter the teaching ministry of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod via 
a colloquy. He is presently studying at Con- 
cordia Teachers College in Seward, Nebr. — 
HERBERT H. HeEtitBuscH, President, Colorado 
District. 


Gerald Paul Speckhard, B. A., 1952 graduate 
of Valparaiso University, with four years’ 
teaching experience at the Lutheran High 
School in Houston, Tex., and one year at the 
Lutheran High School in Denver, Colo., is 
making application to enter the teaching min- 
istry of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod via a colloquy. He is presently study- 
ing at Concordia Teachers College in Seward, 
Nebr. — Hersert H. HELLBuscH, President, 
Colorado District. 


Election Results 


The Board of Electors of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., met on June 14 
and elected the following to associate pro- 
fessorships: Dr. Arvin Hahn, River Forest, 
Ill. — Natural Sciences; Milton Marten, Val- 
paraiso, Ind. — Education. —M. L. KoEHNEKE, 
President. 


Paul Stelter was called to the chair of 
Social Studies and John Wahl to the chair 
of English and Library at California Con- 
cordia College, Oakland, California. — PauL 
HucutTHAUuvSEN, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Educational Institutions 


Concordia College, Austin, Tex., will open 
its ad school year on Sunday, September ay 
at 3 P.M. 

Enrollment is restricted to young men and 
women preparing for the preaching and 
teaching ministry. Male students are enrolled 
on the high school and college level; young 
women, on the college level. 

Eighth-grade graduates are required to in- 
clude their last report card with their applica- 
tions. Students entering an advanced high 
school class or the college department must 
furnish a transcript of credits. 

For a catalog and application blanks, write 
Gerorce J. Bero, President, Concordia College, 
Austin 5, Tex. 


Concordia College, Edmonton, Alberta, will 
open the 1957—58 academic year on Sunday, 
September 15, with a service at 3:30 P.M. 
All new students are expected on the campus 
by noon on Friday, September 13, for orienta- 
tion. Registration for returning students will 
take place at 8:30 A. M., September 16. 

Concordia offers ministerial, teacher, and 
predeaconess training on both the high school 
and junior college levels. Pretheological stu- 
dents will transfer to Concordia Senior Col- 
lege, Fort Wayne, Ind., while teacher-training 
graduates transfer to Concordia Teachers Col- 
lege at either Seward, Nebr., or River Forest, 
Ill. Further information will be gladly fur- 
nished upon request. — WaLTER M. WaANGERIN, 
President. 


Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn., an- 
nounces the beginning of fall-term classes, for 
September 9 (Monday), at 8:00 o'clock. 
Registration for all college freshmen on Sep- 
tember 4 (Wednesday), with orientation and 
testing programs on September 5 and 6. Reg- 
istration for college sophomores, September 8 
(Sunday), 1:00 P. M. to 2:30 P. M. and 
4:30 P. M. to 6:00 P. M. 

Registration for new high school students 
with orientation and testing program is set 
for Saturday, September 7. The opening 
service for college and high school will be 
held Sunday afternoon, September 8, at 
3:00 P.M. in the Graebner Memorial Chapel. 
—W. A. PoEHLErR, President. 


Notices 


7 
I, the son of Theodor and Janina Dunin 
Wolska Bredschneider, am looking for my 
father’s brother: Alfons Bredschneider, who 
came to the U.S. from Zgiers, Lodz, Poland, 
about 50 years ago. My uncle lives in the 
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I are eager to know my relatives : 
country. — Vrrotp BrepscHNEmER, 453 E 
rain St., Monroe, Mich. 


Vacationers near Grandfather Mountair 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Caro 
are invited to attend services at the Ch 
of Camp Linn Haven, Linville, N.C., 4 
Sunday. Sunday school at 10 A. M., wors 
at 11 A. M. — Rev. Joun C. Roocx, Eh 
Conover, N. C. 


Wanted 


| 

Used bell, 36 inches or inyelel Gane 
Grorce Hauser, St. John’s Lutheran Chu | 
Mattoon, Wis. 
| 

| 

/ 


Full-time man or woman to play a t 
manual pipe organ for services and to se 
as secretary to pastor in southwest Minnes| 
congregation. Ability to direct junior 
senior choirs desirable but not essential. 
isfactory salary. Permanent position. — Sa 
Paut’s LuTHERAN CHURCH, Pipestone, Mi 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bente, Prof. Paul F., 3 East Dr., India 
Tech. Campus, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Bertram, Prof. Martin H., 1 East Dr., I 
ana Tech. Campus, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Bergt, Alfred, em., 542 Eldora Lane, Line 
5, Nebr. 
Cohrs, E. W., c.r.m., 2621 N.E. Tillamog 
Portland 12, Oreg. 
Deffner, Dr. Don, Univ. Pastor, 2425 Colle 
Ave., Berkeley 4, Calif. Home: 2918 Fe 
est Ave., Berkeley 5, Calif. zs | 
Eifert, Clarence cy 861 Bowcock Rd., Ric 
mond, Vancouver, B.C.) Can: 
Fehl, George H., 812 Fourth Ave., S., 
ton, Iowa 
Frank, Walmar W., 5335 E. 30th St., Tul 
14, Okla. i | 
Haefker, Walther A., R.R., Granite, Oklag 
Harms, Chaplain Erhard ‘., c/o Divisi) 
i i 3d Infantry Div., Fort Bennin 
aq 
Hedemann, Lester E., 1906 10th, Gale 
Park, Tex. 
Heinitz, Kenneth, 1122 Harvey, Oak Par 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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I i} 
Heuer, Chaplain (Col.) Herman H., Hq. 6 


U.S. Army, Presidio, San Franci 9) 
Calif 

Klages, Cecil A., 1015 Franklin, Gra 
Haven, Mich. 


Klinkermann, Oscar J., 250 Bellewood D4 
Englewood, Colo. 
Lange, William H., 221 S. Lucas Ave., AY 
3, Los Angeles 26, Calif. 
Lochner, Eugene T., 1403 S. Memorial Dy 
Appleton, Wis. 


Mennen, Chaplain (Major) George fc 
7240th Supply Squadron, APO 85, Ne 
Ora Nowa | 


Mueller, Charles S., 11802 Grandview Avé 
Silver Spring, Md. 
Reith, Rudolph L., 48 Hardwick Rd., Bris 


tol, Conn. 
Rothe, F. Otto, em., 721 Main, Iowa Fall 
Iowa 4 
Ruehrdanz, Walter E., 5620 Canfield, Ch 


cago 31, Ill. 
PDESs Edgar G., 814 Fugate, Charlotte 
4 


N.C 
Ruschke, Palmer, 662 Holland Dr., Stag eS 
ville, N.C. ; 
Spannaus, Ruben E., Addison, Ill. 
Uhlig, N. Paul, em., Pleasant Plains, Tl. 


Wagner, Gerhardt A:, 1314 E. 36th Sb. 

Baltimore 18, Md. 
Teachers: 

Eggerding, Roland F., 1100 S. 9th Ave., 
wood, Ill 

Harman, Ronald V., 1316 E. Lenox, Sprir 
field, Ill : 

Heidemann, Louis C., 851 | ‘Luther 
Chicago Heights, Ill. 

Hentscher, Robert, 2023 “Churchill 


Ft. Smith, Ark. : 
Hink, Paul H., 8107 S. Paulina, Chicago 
Ill. 
Hinrichs, Vance, 1429 Ninth, Greeley, 
Kaste, Ronald E., Port Hope, Mich. 
Meyer, Gerhardt V., 1038 N. 3d, Ponca Ci 


Okla. 

Meyer, Theo. H., 1312 E. Fairchild, 
ville, Ill. * 

Neubauer, Gerhard, 1819 S. California, 
cago 8, Ill. 

Niermann, Harold E., 119 Sun Valley 
R. 2, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Niermeier, Henry C., 809 E. 38th, Av 


Tex. 
Petersen, Roy, 2723 N. 63d, Om 


Rommelmann, Henry C., me Ml : 
Ave,. Sheboygan, Wis. = = 
. Sy ar 
3 ’ re LUT! 
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1. Mo eske was con- — 
d at St. Paul’s Church, Kirkland 
, Ontario, he volunteered to paint 
aterior of the house of worship. 
inter by trade, he is stationed at 
.S. Air Force base at nearby 
more. 


he third annual synod of the 
angelical Church of England, at its 
idon meeting in April, heard lay 
legates report on the Gospel’s prog- 
each of the nine ELCE con- 
ons and missions. The synod dis- 
d plans for new missions in SW 
yndon, Cardiff, and Yorkshire or the 

ands. In three months, more than 
of the Church Extension Fund 
of £12,500 was raised. Lutheran 
cies was congratulated for its 
lendid advance in the British re- 
ious film market,” states the British 
théran. 


The Roman Catholic Church in 
gland is engaged in a campaign of 
inting intensity” to win converts 
g Anglicans, declared Dr. Gerald 
ander Ellison, Anglican Bishop of 
ter. But he denied Catholic statis- 
laiming that»only Catholics are 
ng headway in conversion efforts. 
ve years, the clergy of Chester 
med him, only 38 known cases of 
ch of England members in his 
cese became Catholics, “whereas 
were 250 known cases of Cath- 
being received into the Anglican 
Ly 


_ The Polish Parliament passed 
easing the tax Orion on 
ches of all denominations. Here- 
churches in Poland will pay land 
on the same basis as various so- 
| organizations. During the former 
inist period extremely high taxes 
e imposed on church property. 


The will. of Fred H. Hoffmann, 
ember of Trinity Church, Port 
ur, Tex., left $10,645 to be divided 
the local congregation, the Dis- 
hurch Extension Fund, and the 
eran Hour. 


Last year the American Bible So- 
r distributed 15,170,058 Scriptures, 
Testaments, Gospels, and other 
ions, it was reported at its 14st 
lal meeting. More than 64,000 
ille Bibles and “talking book” rec- 
were circulated in the U.S. and 
d. The society aided the Bible 
t of Brazil to publish 75,000 
; of ‘its first complete Bible and 
elped societies in Japan, Korea, 
Belgium, Germany. 


ek 
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Infant Baptism 


“Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings Thou hast perfected praise” (Matt. 
21:16). Jesus reminds the chief priests 
and scribes of this quotation from Ps. 8:2 
when these leaders showed their displeas- 
ure with the song of the children: “Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David.” The priests 
and scribes considered this blasphemy, and 
they were jealous of Him. 

Luke relates that Jesus told the: Phar- 
isees: “If these [the multitude] should hold 
their peace, the stones would immediately 
cry out” (Luke 19:40). A few days later 
“the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.” 
This actually moved the centurion to con- 
fess: “Truly this was the Son of God.” 

All this may be too enormous for us to 
comprehend, but we cannot fail to believe 
it, if Christ means anything at all to us. 
He couldn’t have taught all this to de- 
ceive us... 

If God chooses to perfect praise out of 
the mouth of our babes and sucklings, 
who are we to deny them the blessing of 
Baptism? Why should we hesitate to ac- 
cept God’s promise that the Holy Ghost 
washes and regenerates through Baptism, 
even though babes and sucklings cannot 
speak for themselves? 

Thanks to my parents, God’s love was 
just as great and real to me in the little 
world of a four-year-old as it is now in 
the study of the cosmos as well as the 
latest of science and industry. It was only 
during a few years at college that I pre- 
tended to rely on reasoning exclusively. 
So let’s reason that the few things we 
must accept by faith are reasonable tests 
of our love to God. 


Midland, Mich. JOHN J. GREBE 


Note: Dr. Grebe is Director of Nuclear 
and Basic Research at the Dow Chemical 
Company in Midland. 


“Heart-warming to Read” 


I would like to say thank you for the 
fine article “My Beloved Child” in the 
May 7 issue. It was so heart-warming to 
read of this young mother’s return to faith. 

My little son was very ill, too, lying in 
a hospital bed with a high fever. It was 
only a short while; but, oh, how a Chris- 
tian parent will pray at a time like that! 
If only our prayers would always be that 
sincere! 

JANET LEITNER NITSCHKE 

Winfield, Kans. 


A Different View 


In the June 4 WiTNEss you published 
a letter by A. L. Barger. I disagree with 
his statement that there is “no real nour- 
ishment for the soul” in the WITNEss. 

I also do not agree that articles must 
be longer. 
have been an inspiration to me. - 

Il was happy to see the article about 
Gamma Delta. Our young people are ex- 
posed to many influences when they go to 
college. If Lutheran students take part in 
Gamma Delta’s program, their faith will 
be strengthened, and they will not be led 
astray. 


Massena, N. Y. FREDERICK P. WITTE 
(359) 


Letters to this. dep artment must be signed. Nam 
will be withheld Reca request. 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


Many articles in the WITNESS ~° 


The opinions ex- 


Minor Role for Santa 


In recent years an unofficial committee 
of Lutheran laymen have promoted a cam- 
paign for a more reverent observance of 
Christmas. They have again contacted the 
leading manufacturers of greeting cards, 
who this year will place on sale 50 per cent 
more cards with Scripture verses and 
appropriate designs. Outstanding business 
houses have agreed not to use the abbre- 
viation “Xmas.” 

The Fifth Avenue Association of Mer- 
chants in New York City has asked its 
member stores to plan window displays 
agreeable to the suggestions of our com- 
mittee. In other cities and towns, Santa 
Claus will take a minor seat, while the 
nativity of the Babe of Bethlehem will be 
featured in civic and religious events. 

Our committee will be grateful to WitT- 
NEss readers for suggestions and reports of 
plans, mailed to the undersigned. 


JuLius F. E. NICKELSBURG 
91—41-Hollis Court Blvd. 
Queens Village (28), L. I., N. Y. 


Wants Old Name 


The name “Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod” doesn’t quite register. Why 
can’t we go back to the original name of 
our Synod and call ourselves “The Ger- 
man Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Mis- 
souri, Ohio, and other States’? 

By including the word German we 
would call attention to the fact that we 
are the American representatives of the 
mother church of all Protestants, the Ger- 
man Lutheran Church. 


Chicago, III. WALTER BIEHL 


“Fine Testimonial” 


You are to be commended for the fine 


testimonial given the Lutheran Christian | 


day school in the June 4, 1957, WITNEss. 
The “Comment” by Allan Hart Jahsmann 
on page 10 and the double-page spread 
on 12 and 13 are very well done, putting 
a much-needed emphasis on this agency 
for nurturing children in the Word. 


Manhattan, Kans. DELBERT SCHULZ 


For Mother’s Day 


On Mother’s Day a choirmaster or 
organist is often faced with the question: 
What shall my soloist sing? 

| was confronted with the same ques- 
tion. I looked through The Lutheran 
Hymnal and found that with a few changes 
in the first and sixth stanzas, Hymn 643 
would be very suitable. 


1. Holy Father, in Thy mercy 
Hear our anxious prayer; 
Keep our mothers, who do love Thee, 
*Neath Thy care. 


6. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
God the One in Three, 
Bless our mothers, guide them, 
keep them 
Near to Thee. 


A hymn like this will eliminate medi- 


ore WM. M. ZIMMERMANN 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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THE BORDERLAND OF 
RIGHT AND WRONG 
By Theo. Graebner 

Newly revised edition. Treats such 


subjects as “drinking,” “dancing,” 
“cremation,” “unions,” “life insur- 
ance,” and many more. 178 pages. 


Laminated paper cover. $1.25. Order 
No. 15W1012. 


THIS IS THE LIFE 
By H. W. Gockel 


Outlines the spiritual blessings of 
a life which has found its pardon and 
its peace, its purpose and its power, 
in the Gospel of the Savior. 96 pages. 
Cloth. $ .85. Order No. 15W1691. 


FROM THE NILE TO 
THE WATERS OF 
DAMASCUS 


By William Arndt 


An on-the-spot account of Egypt, 
Palestine, Lebanon, and Syria as they 
look today — graphically recorded in 
word and pictures (100). 143 pages. 
Cloth. $2.50. Order No. 15W1010. 


CHALLENGE 
By Olga Overn 


Depicts the struggle of early Scan- 
dinavian settlers in the Badlands of 
Dakota against the self-interest of po- 
litical boss rule. 312 pages. Cloth. 
$2.50. Order No. 42W1001. 


CHRIST AND 
YOUR JOB 
By Alfred P. Klausler 


Shows you how you can work more 
productively and happily at your job, 
whatever it may be. 146 pages. Lam- 
inated paper cover. $1.50. Order 
No. 15W1805. 


A THOUGHT 
FOR TODAY 


Measures only 3X4% in. Brief 
meditations by over 200 different au- 
thors. Printed on parchment stock, 
edged in gold leaf. 225 pages. Soft 
morocco-leather cover. $2.75. Order 
No. 6W1050. 


either through your Church Office, Church Display, or Book Store. To order direct, 

YOU MAY ORDER ee simply circle the books you wish, then send entire ad to address below. PLEASE — 
NOTE: On all cash orders, add 5 cents for each dollar on your total purchase to cover» 
partial cost of postage. 


